


SOFIE BACKGROUNIB I'.tIATERIAL FOR &lidDERS%$af\aDPNg; 
TiiE PIIOBkE$l OF h1I LEENNIALI SM M40NG LUTtlERWS 

FOP t h e  l a s t  twenty o r  twenty-f ive years  t h e  
t o p i c  of Mil lennial ism has  been more o r  l e s s  on 
t h e  back burner  s f  our  theo log ica l  cookstove, 
probably because t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  LC-MS 1938 
Resolutions receded i n t o  t h e  background, o r  a t  
Ieask t h a t  par t  which d e a l t  with t h e  Last Things, 
because we found it necessary t o  focus our  a t t e n -  
t i o n  on t h e  more p e s s i n g  problems of Revelation 
1 3 3 i J  Insjiira$.i.ctrt, t h e  i n f l u x  o f  Raaltnannisl:~, Plea- 
i?~-%hr~doxy and I>eniytllolsgizinb;',, Besides, a t  t h e  
i"-ic%p.$2 of vjor1d % a 9  t~as  11 many tex~sions were relaxed 
in the W Q F P ~ ;  we bent  atmut rebuilding t h e  na t ion ,  
i n c r e a s k g  our  material prosperity, and becoming 
the playboys o f  the Western world, w i t h  t h e  re- 
s u l t i n g  Lack o f  time t o  devote t o  matters t h a t  
seemed ts l i e  i n  t h e  somewhat d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .  

R u t  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  few years  t h i n g s  have 
changed, People a r e  much more aware s f  t h e  f u t u r e ,  
the  vani ty  of t h e  th ings  temporal,  even though 
many i n  our  c u l t u r e  may s t i l l  no t  be t o o  concerned 
about lo s ing  t h e  th ings  e t e r n a l .  I t  has  been com- 
monly observed t h a t  i n  u n s e t t l e d  t imes people tend 
3;s direct  t h e i r  minds toward t h e  escflatologieal  
and thae o c c u l t ,  Our times a r e  no .d i f f e ren t .  There 
i s  a tremendous i n t e r e s t  i n  prophecy. I t  is a 
rcdmxon theme with t h e  J e s u s  People, The Campus 
Crusade f o r  C h r i s t  people have plugged Hal Lindsey 's* 
The Late Great  P lanet  Earth (Zondervan) so  t h a t  it 
i s ,  as a book t r a d e  journa l  informs u s ,  "a b e s t  
s e l l e r  you w i l l  no t  f i n d  l i s t e d  on t h e  oppos i te  - - 

page" (Sec C h r i s t i a n i t y  Today, June 23,  1972, p.  40) .  
B i l l y  Grallam plugs with a l'Forewordt! and through 
h i s  r ad io  and t e l e v i s i o n  nronrams John SVhite's K c -  - 

A V 

e n t r y  (World-wide p u b l i c a t i o n s ) ,  a book which eager- -- 
l y  looks forward t o  t h e  !'advent of  t h e  ; v i i l l e n n i m ~ ,  
a thousand-year r e ign  of  ,Jesus Chr i s t  and H i s  
Sa in t s  of a l l  t h e  ages over  an e a r t h  which w i l l  
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know unprpecedented p r ~ s p e ~ i t y  2nd peace", and 
whicll a s s e r t s  t h a t  g'peace and law can only- happen 
when Chr is t  comes againgi fpy. 165, 166). 

- But even more s i g n i f i c m t ,  i t  appears t o  m e ,  
i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Past June, 1971, many conservative 
and scho la r ly  evangelicals  ca l l ed  together  the  
v ' J e ~ s a l l e m  Conference an Bib Pical  Prophecyfr at 
Jesusralem, which was attended by 1500 people. 
liere, a s  an exmple off t h e  millenniallislig: themes 
set f o r t h  a t  t h e  Cmference, one of t h e  p a r t i c i -  
pant? i n  the  Conference [Charles Lee Feinbcrg, 
Dean of  TaBbot neo log ica l  Seminary) asserted t h a t  
i n  JerusaBean a litma% temple will be r ebu i l t  
""with a Iitwsl priesthood and ~ a ~ r i f i ~ e S I ~  which 
will aceur "after t h e  second advent o f  Chr i s t  and 
i n  t h e  Elillennial r e ign  o f  t h e  Son o f  ~a*~.vid."l 
I%%ile a few o f  t h e  sddresses delivered at t h e  Con- 
ference were a-millennia1 i n  point  s f  view, the: 
gkeat bulk of them were, f rankly ,  mil%enniaPistic, 

Many of t h e  scholars a t  t h e  Jemsalem Con- 
ference are associated w i t l a  
magazine widely read mang us because it is well 
wri t t en ,  informative a d  stinrulating. Mherents  
of the d l lemial ise ic  s&ool w r i t e  well on vi ta l  
top ics  under f i r e  i n  the present Lutheran olurch, 
sudl as Insp i ra t ion  and Revelation, Epistemology, 
Demyth~lsagizirmg aamd t h e  Hist~rical C h r i s t ,  ApoTs- 
get ics ,  e t c ,  J u s t  to keep our b a l m c e  and t o  alert 
ourselves as t o  how much - a l l  t h e i r  theology may 
inf luence  u s ,  we must study again Eschatology i n  
the  l i g h t  of t h e  Scr ip tu res  and t h e  h t h e s a n  Csn- 
fess ions ;  hence t h e  present study. 

Since t h e  term "MillennialismV' o r  " M i l  lermniaam" 
may poss ib ly  have a s  many d e f i n i t i o n s  a s  the re  a r e  
advocates of it, I s h a l l  j u s t ,  t o  begin with, g ive  
you a comon d ic t ionary  d e f i n i t i o n  as a po in t  of 
departure:  "Millennium, 1) a period of a thousand 
years;  2) i n  the  period of a t h o u s a d  
years during which Satan w i l l  be bound m d  Chris t  

w i l l .  r e ign on ea r th  (wi th  - t h e ) :  Revelation 20:%-5; 
hence 3) any period of g rea t  happiness, peace, 
prosper i ty ,  e t c .  ; imagined golden ageu (NI'D) . 

I s h a l l  t r y  t o  br ing a l i t t l e  order  out  of 
the  mountainous mater ia l  by discussing the  t o p i c  
under four  heads: I .  The l f i s to r i ca l  Background, 
I I .  The Theological Claims and Posit ion of Mil- 
I e n n i a f i s t s ,  1x1. A Theological Cr i t ique  sf M i l -  
lennial ism, and IV. An Examination of Some Recent 
Confessional Statements sn MiPlennialism by Fellow- 
%s%"therans. 

Pastor V ,  A .  f"L FIenniske suggests t h a t  s h c e  
t h e  hear t  o f  natural  man is  incl ined towards 
@f%i8iasm9 one can f i n d  i t s  expression almost a t  
the heginnirag af mankind: t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  heaven 
here on e a r t h  with A d a  and Eve, Ca inss  demand 
f o r  honors above ~ t h e r s ,  t h e  claim t h a t  t h e  day of 
the Lord's wrath is a f a r  off  (people i n  the  days 
of Noah) . 3  Be t h a t  a s  i t  may, i n  l a t e r  Jewish 
h i s t o r y  d e f i n i t e l y  C h i l i a s t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  
prophecy were prevalent  among many Jewish teachers.  
\!%ether t h i s  came from Persian influences may be 
quest ionable,  s ince  the  evidence f o r  contact  with 
the Eastern r e l i g i o n s  i s  r a t h e r  s l i m ,  Mennicke 
th inks  t h a t  t h e  Jews adopted t h e i r  C h i l i a s t i c  no- 
t i o n s  from Zoras t r i an i s~n ,  which may have been an 
important factor i n  leading many p o s t e x i l i c  Jews 
t o  mis in terpre t  the  g rea t  s p i r i t u a l  prophecies of  
the  Old Testament. By giving these  prophecies a 
temporal meaning, t h e  Jews looked f o r  a Messiah t o  
f r e e  them from fore ign domination (pp, 192-197). 

Be t h a t  a s  it may, the re  can be no doubt t h a t  
even some of C31rist1s d i s c i p l e s  were a f f l i c t e d  
with C h i l i a s t i c  notions.  Mi l l enn ia l i sm seems t o  
have t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  q u i t e  of ten  it i s  
held together with o ther  views t h a t  have divine  
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~ I l p r o l ~ a t i o n .  Xot only  did the  Pharisees i ~ n a g i n e  
t h a t  t h e  Kingdom of Cod would b e  a kingdor~ of ex-  
t e rna l  power and g l o r y  (Luke 17:20-213, b u t  even 
James and John, cous ins  oF t;:c Savior ,  harbor  
s i m i l a r  tiiougllts. Jesus promised llis d i s c i p l e s  
t h a t  i n  t!lc renewal of  t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  when t l ~ e r c  
i s  a ncu heaven and a new e a r t h ,  t i ley xould r u l e  
w i t 1 1  i!im i n  g l o r y  because as an act  of f a i t h  t h e y  
liad forsaken a l l  and followed i i i m  (!tlattlieis 19 :?8) .  
S i t t i n g  on these  twelve thrones caught t h e  imagina- 
t i o n  of .James and ..Tolin, s o  much s o ,  i n  f ac t ,  tllat 
when Je sus  prophesies  Ilis s u f f  c r i n g  , death  and 
resurrection, t hey  have V ~ S ~ O D S  o f  Chris t  engaging 
iris enemies i n  mortal b a t t i e ,  r,-iumi~hirig 2nd -,hen 
setting up earthly Lxngdcm i n  i~h ic i r  t i ley  von!~' 
:lave t h e  h i g h e s t  possiblc  ran^ in the affairs of 
t h e  ::ovex-ilmen;. They gec t h e i r  yjicther t o  : j i l t  i n  
a good word w i t h  Jesus 50 t h e y  can g e t  a l i t t l e  
levcrlge over t h e  rest o f  t i l e  d l  ~ c i j i l c s .  !;lteil 
.Jesus znsvlcrs them it i s  t o  reriiind them rhat  i!is 
i<ingdom i s  no t  a kingdom o f  g l o r y  in tliis rgorld 
b u t  a kini:dom of t h e  cross and that t h e  road ~o 
glory passes tilrough s u f f e r i n g  and shmc (ilattllers 
20:17-28; '.lark 1 0 ~ 3 2 - 4 5 ) .  I t  should lie no ted  t h a t  
t h e  Apost les ,  a f t e r  Pentecost  t o  t h e  end of t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  ixeld t o  t h e  revealed trutli t h a t  one must 
t h roug l~  much t r i l j u l a t i o n  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  Kingdom of 
God and t h a t  one ' s  r e a l  g l o r y  i s  t h e  g l o r y  of ever- 
l a s t i n g  l i f e .  

I t  i s  indeed t r u e ,  ilowever, t l la t  arnong some 
of t h e  e a r l y  Chr i s t i ans  mi l l enn ia l  concepts and 
]lopes a rc  found, and today many advocates of  t h e  
mi l l enn ia l  po in t  of  view d i rec t  us  t o  these s t a t <  - 
16,c~: t s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Fntliers. i ic ~ i l i ~ i k t  do well  t o  
look a t  a few of  them. Papias (d. 163) ,  whose 
works a r e  l o s t  excel;t f o r  e x t r a c t s  which have been 
preserved i n  t h e  rvorks of Irenaeus arid Eusebius, 
and who was apparent ly  on in t ima te  terms w i t 1 1  some 
r~rho had known C h r i s t  and t h e  Apostles and was 
poss ib ly  (according t o  Irenaeus bu t  denied by 
Eusebius) a hea re r  of t h e  Apostle John, s a i d  "tliat 

h e ~ c  will be a mihllenniun af ter  t h e  resurrection 
T r m i  t h e  dead when t h e  personal r e i g n  of Christ 
j;j il bc e s t a b l i s h e d  upon t h i s  carth." iiow much 
weight is t o  be given t o  these s ta tements  of 
Papias  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t a t e .  Papias dec la re s  
t h a t  they  had came t o  him from unwri t ten  t r a d i -  
t i o n ,  and lle f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  among 
t h e  " ins t ruc t ion  of  tllc Savior". But then ,  one 
should note ,  t h a t  Papias' Chiliasm borders  on t h e  
grotesque as he sets out t o  desc r ibe  a m i l l e n n i a l  
? l o r t i c u l t u r a l  paradise t h a t  might b r ing  envy t o  
t h e  hear% of the chief a u t h o r  sf t h e  mo$cm "Green 
Pevolution", Monan Borlaug: "Vines will have t e n  
thousand Branclles, each branch t e n  thousand tw igs ,  
3 2 ~ : .  ., .-+ 4a +wig t e n  zhousa~o.  shoots,  each shoot  t e n  
-L;sousswd clusters ,  e ~ e f i  cluster t e n  t h u s a n $  
-*r 5 .,A d,les, eadl grape yielding .t:venzy-f i v e  metretes 
"f "4 

There b.3 no queszion that  zany o f  t h e  theoio-  
;ii.ms in the !3a.tri.s.trl.c Cnureh se t  f o r t h  b l i l l en-  
nialistic views. To mention a few: J u s t i n  hlartyr; 
Irenacus, whom Walther calls  a crass C h i l i a s t  but  
concern% v~hieh  designation $lennieke i sn"  s o  
su re ,  s ince  h e  t h i n k s  it p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  quota- 
t i o n s  are nothing more than  free quota t ions  from 
Papias and J u s t i n  I l a r ty r  (see  fviennicke, p .  199) ; 
T'er tu l l ian ,  who looked for a mundane kingdom o f  
Cod (See Froom, V o i .  1 ,  p. 258 f f . ) .  

There were o the r s ,  ilowever, who were opposed 
to Chiliasm. hiennicke g ives  a list o f  them (p. 
200) : Uionysius , Bishop of Alexandria (d. 265) ; 
Gregory of  Nyssa (d. 400); e t  a l .  And, of course ,  
"tirere was Origen, 

!;'l~at can one makc of t h i s  divergence of con- 
f e s s ions  among t h e  e a r l y  Church Fathers?  F i r s t  
of a l l ,  one must be p r e t t y  careful be fo re  he  de- 
c ides  t o  cast  h i s  complete dogmatical l o t  with a 
p a r t i c u l a r  churcll Fa the r .  T e r t u l l i a n  is a great 
c l~urch Father who opts  f o r  mi l lennia l i sm and who 
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"f "4 
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?^'? :igi-is: sin a,Ici ,:e 3 *'i.i:tanJI 51 , ;: 
g j z tzsi.ces ~3 sT-ca;z,g agnin,ar. 

- - +  a - iz:3 A L@IIHtlsjz~li: iliy+ J L z i ~ e ~ a  1x2 den ie s  tile rcsurrectior; 
JE t h e  body. It has been suggested t h a t  Qrigen's 
oppos i t i on ,  both %s millennialism and to xfze 
- ~ e s u r r e c k i o n  of t i l e  body d o c t r i n e ,  skms from i : i s  
I3la$oni s~n ~cllich s p i r i t u a l i z e d  C l a r i  s t i a n  d o c t r i n e ,  
?<ow it i s  indeed t r u e  tha t  arguments agains t  mil- 
Icnnia l i sm i n  p a r t  sf~sw t1ia-t t h e  l i t e r a l i s t i c  f u l -  
f i l l c l e n t s  looked f o r  i n  t l ~ c  propnecies  o f  the 
i ' : i i , l~  are i n c o m ~ ) a t i b l e  w i t h  %he t h e  idcw Tes ta -  
ment declarcs t h a t  t h e i r  f u l f i l l m e n t  tooi, place 
fe.g., C f ,  A-VI~)S 9:li !.~i.$i"~ 15:15-163, br;t t h a t  
is not  t o  say t h a t  tke  oypositicsn i n  the c a ~ - l y  

* - 
;-4-11~r@i1 4il l ia:s.:3 ii: 5 :~es-zccd by I' latsni..-r; , [{ (2 a 
I ;~h~-l ;we?; ~,p-jn$s o u t ,  t l l c :  !:at;-iy d!$ C - J ~ ~ ~ S S  h- 
the . P - G S E _ ~ T T C C ~ ~ O ~  of tidl~ body bu t  j - t  t w n c d  it; 
back on Chiliasm, a~nd !-it: concludes : tlrere \\:as 
ai~ljarent l y  a factor  v t l i e r  than  a n t i - s l ~ i r i t u a l i s l n  
t h a t  led  t o  t h e  churcii's r e j e c t i o n  of C l ~ l l i a s n . " ~  
The stl-ncr factor  is that the doc t r ine  o f  t h e  i.lil- 
lennium f i n d s  no sup i~or t  from S c r i p t u r e .  

I n  pass ing ,  i t  s l ~ o u l d  be noted t h a t  iaugustine 
and Jerome were a-milfennialistic i n  t h e i r  doe- 
-trl.~aal 13ositiosts . 

B shall pass OWT tile ensuing centuries ts 
%he time of Lutlmer and the  R e f o m a t i ~ ~ 1 ,  

Y' i i f lennial is t iG ideas are no t  t a  be Found i n  
Lutiier, LuthcrVs theology i s  Pauline t o  t h e  core. 
:'The forgiveness of  s i n s ,  l i f e  and sa lva t ion ' :  - -  
these words sum up t h e  theme o f  h i s  w r i t i n g s .  
'Rle second and t h i r d  a r t i c l e s  and t h e  seventh 
p e t i t i o n  (both Cateci l isas)  p r e t t y  well sun-marize 
Luther" e scha to log ica l  convi c t i o a ~ s .  CTirist has 
~cxieemed me " that  I may bc H i s  own, and l i v e  under 
1-f2 . in; ~n e Elis Gngdorn, and serve H i m  i n  everlasting 
ri glxzeescsness, innocence, and l,l esscdnes:, even 

-6- 

- -  a 

&J : I e  2~ --"-P.- + ; s c ~ *  ;LuIIi A-r.a-a-+ d i e  dead, i i l ~ o s  - e and reigns :a 
;-f~ 1 etea*ajmey, ;" '7" ~n which C h r i s t i a n  Chtlsc%~ l3e fox-- 
:.ives d a i l y  and r i c h l y  a l l  s i n s  t o  me and a i l  be- ../ 
Iievers, and at t h e  las t  day will raise up m e  and 
aP% t h e  dead and will give  t o  me and t o  a l l  be- 
iievers i n  Christ everlasting l i f e . "  "At l a s t ,  
&hen oar  las t  h o u r  s h a l l  come, grant  us a b lessed  
end and graciously take us from t h i s  vale  o f  
Tears t o  Llimself i n  heaven ." l 'he Large Catechism 
2s q u i e t l y  bux as f i rmly  leaves no room f o r  any 

1 4 -  !**ir:enni alistic hopes. C h r i s t  " f i n a l l y  ascended 
z i t i .  h e x ~ e n  srrd s s . ; t ~ ~ ~ $ d  tire government at t h e  
< r- .!= * $% -#% 1 

i-L,asd, s sight hand, so -!hat t h e  Devil and a l l  
- 5 h ~ r z  ~ u s t  be sul:-ject To and l i e  at Fiis feet,  
- 1  a at the las t  jay ,  He w i l l  completely 

zr ;  znd separaie as from t h e  wicked world, the 
i destli .  airJ sin, ijtc." (Tr ig . ,  687). 
'- ate tir:it <l,;.-i.~t i~ I.utj;ler 8 ',I~eoiog)- has all*eady 
? --- '.. - bfltp-jqs: az:+d ia yzrq i :B$ f zd i  : glar-.)r, w i  11 return 

done eyeat things b,$- pu t r ing  down t h e  mighty f rom - 
3- & *-, -? 

n - 
L ~ S . L T  seats t'ha$ Hiil. already hat: blessed with 

* :  --,---*-- 

23.1 s y x ~ r t u a , l  blessiilgs. in hea;renly places, and 
.$. b;iqd" *- "-'""-" f-hr;"+.;^.'q " 
.-*.- .i.lj.L , & _  - A . ~ ~ < S . & ~ , ,  acing fo~nnd i n  Chr i s t  an$ 

^ *  Y 
? q e > * " b " w - - >  z 3 :  5? il.a:~,l;+ a,- . - t  r i g h  te0usne.s and knowing t h e  power of 
- .c 

ir= 

r e s ~ j ~ y e c t i ~ ; ; ,  j-j.ve j-5 Chrj~st a ~ d  f--J d$e i s  
"-- . l i"n. -2 I;I L~ther's ther;logy tllerc i s  no goan fc: 
,: ( 1 3  .% 3 .L -2 el-j-gj . 2.; i -* 3- d sn; , 

- e After sl_caaDsrl z ; g  t h a  %,~ay-j inftu.snces 
-> 31r.,y?turli , - a * e  ~ n j ~ l l c ~ i o r ~  &;id on hr-er3 ~ , g ~ ~ l i ~  a l so  
spgza$-s r ~ f '  4 m,,*e-r, 
,? "- A . , l . e i * ~ i ;  a n d  spiritual nature o f  Emjs 

?fie%! 09' Lhristian s a i v s t i o n ,  in consequence of 
-which t h e  theory t h a t  t h i s  earth i s  y e t  t o  become 
the scene of an outwardly victor ious  kingdom o f  
C h r i s t  had no attraction for himpt6 

Lather often expressed t h e  confident hope t ha t  
t h e  day o f  judgment i t s e l f  might be near a t  hand. 
According t o  K s s t P i n ,  h t h e s  th inks  t h a t  he has 
F ~ u d  evidence for  t h i s  i n  the Book of Dmiel, - 
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i26;velation 20 as begi.nning w i t h  the  time the book. 
w a s  composed o r  8% the  time of t h e  incarnation, 
$'r - ~ u = t  he iqarns against  attempting precise reckoning 
and pry ing  t o  discover the exact time o f  t h e  great  
even"&f Qarist9s r e t u r n  t o  judgment, Also, ac- 
cording t o  ~sstlin, Luther i n  t h e  Gllurch Postils -- 
expresses an expectat ion o f  a great general con- 
vers ion  of the Jews before the  en6 sf the  world 
znd hopes -that it, may be near st % I ~ T E I $  (131 %he 
 asis is of ?31a&tf-ieed 23 : 3 9  ileu-~er.an~my &Sf) ff. 5 
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n l a 2  'T;:;e l 2 r f  i-rergmn C o ~ f  essiana-1 ~1rj-eanps c2rX-v d --- -a,si 

t-.r qT.<> 3f -1 - 3 - i  3 1 f i q - , - a s*u r  ;-$I?$- 
i .. ..> &A %* sll;l s.i.r..Yirrrrt Lrr. *. on $:'s.ae c ~ n t - r a . r y ,  ~l;r~i(:le 
'I* "*. T- 

r , g  j, 1 sf $-he )\p.~g;burg C ~ ~ 1 f e s s i s n  expycss li. r ~ j  w-3-5 
j e t :  "Also they  %eacl1 Zi la t  a& consuj~matiow of 
th,e ;+~rPd Christ will q3pca:c for judgment and ~ + r i f l  
rai,se u;3 *che dead; He gi-qe the  godly - 

ill 

and elel_:$ ete.;~ai %if.: ax2d everlasti.-~;a joys ,  bu t  
n 

'f'fhey c~rldamn tlie i l nabaut is ts  who think t h a t  
.-:;ere %,. - will be an end t c  the punish~aent o f  eon- 
deiitizzd men and devils, 

4 1- lhey condemn also others who are nedw spread- 
ing certain Jewish. opiniom, t h a t  before t h e  re- 
surrection e f  the dead t he  godly shal l  make pos- 
session G F  the kingdom s f  t h e  v~or ld ,  the ungodly 

It, too, confesses t h a t  a t  t h e  eonsumat ion  of 
t h e  world C h r i s t  s h a l l  appear and ra ise  up t h e  
dead, g ive  tllc godly eternal l i f e  and condemn t h e  
ungodly. I s h a l l  d i scuss  t h e  impl ica t ions  of  t h i s  
A r t i c l e  i n  mare d e t a i l  i n  Pa r t  I V  bu t  now c a l l  
your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A r t i c l e  XVII con- 
f e s s e s  C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n  a t  t h e  end of t h e  world f o r  ------- 
judgment and tha% it r e j e c t s  e x p l i c i t l y  t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  before  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of t h e  dead the g ~ d l y  
s l ~ a l l  t a k e  possession of t h e  kingdom o f  t h e  r.iorld-* 

n ~ e r e  were: a t  Lu the r8s  time ChiBiasts  of t h e  
grass tdypee Ti-rey were found mong t h e  Anabaptis ts .  
,--* 

 hey n o t  on ly  yearned f u r  economic improvement f o r  
t h e  peasants but they a l s o  expected eh@ coming sf 
"&e s n i l l e n n i u ~ ~  w t l i &  was -to s i g h t  both re l igious 
2nd economic wrongs, In I534 some of them took 
over t h e  c i t y  of ?&nster and "there inaugurated 
t h e  re ign  of  the  sa in ts ,  of whicll Tnori~as ~ G n t z e r  
had dreamed. '"7 

A s  i s  well k n o w ,  t h e  Lutheran P i e t i s t s  of 
t h e  17 th  Century took i n t o  t h e i r  theology mil len-  
n i a l k s t i c  opinions.  Leaders such a s  Ph i l ipp  Jacob 
Spener (1635-1705) and h i s  m o s t  important d i s c i p l e ,  
August IIemann Franke (1663-17271, according t o  
itfennicke (See p. 205) favored a " ' r e f i n e d t  type of 
Cl t i l iasnf r ,  Booking f o r  e x t e r n a l  peace from t h e  
Devil and a f u l l e r  measure of  diGine grace ,  power, 
and l i g h t  unto  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  

But it was Joklann Albrecht Bengel who made 
the  g r e a t  impact on Lutheranism with h i s  mil len-  
n i a l i s t i c  teaching .  fie has  been c a l l e d  t h e  "prince 
of  Lutheran exegetes ,"  and I can pe r sona l ly  t e s t i f y  
t o  h i s  keen exege t i ca l  s k i l l s ;  f o r t y  yea r s  ago I 
go t  from my f a t h e r ' s  Library an English t r a n s l a t i o n  
of h i s  Gnomon of t h e  New Testament. And s i n c e  then 
h i s  s h o r t  epigrammatic e x p l i c a t i o n s  have opened 
tremendous v i s t a s  f o r  me i n  t h e  New Testment, a l -  
though I have been well aware from h i s  expos i t ion  
of Revelation t1sa-t he i s  a millennialist, almost 
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i,i.;l;i-?;;:.s aild 2a;:c.;.- F ; ~ g i i s i - ~  Prans;;;ra~z, the 
2c.1, findrerv. it. !;ausset, t e l l s  us that  when Bcngel 
wzs called t o  tile theo log ica l  scminary i n  Denken- 
do r f  (1713), he was given a yea r ' s  leave of  ab- 
sence t o  prepare himself f o r  t h e  pos t .  Af ter  
spending some time a t  l ie idelberg,  h e  iilcnt on t o  
J ial le  ( the  s e a t  of Lutheran 13eitism) wliere con- 
v e r s a t i o n s  w i t 1 1  a d i s c i p l e  of Spener "led iiis mind 
i n t o  t h a t  t r a i n  of t i~ougii t ,  t h e  f r u i t  of  wliicli an- 
pears  i n  h i s  Exposi t ions of the A p o c a l y ~ > s e . " ~  

A 

Colleges and u n i v e r s i t i e s  indeed  exer t  an e x t r a -  
o r d i ~ i a r y  in f lucncc  on t h e i r  s t u d e t ~ t  s ! 

I l ~ e l i e v e  t h a t  Bcngel i s  n t i iougiit-~rovohing 
exrunple o f  liow even a good Lutheran exe::etc, ol;c 
w i t i i  3 hcen miiid and t i l e  a b i l i t y  t o  discern the 
decay in  r!ie s x t e r n a i  Lutlleran cliurcli o f  h i s  t ime 
and t h c  coming growth of na tu ra l i s i ;~  and skepticisn, 
can 9-t himself a l l  confused :%lien iie under takes  
t o  cx;Aicate the book of  Rcvelatioll without keepin,: 
i n  niind t h e  o the r  c l e a r  passages of Scri j r ture.  
iiis s t u d y  of t h e  book of  P.eve1ation convinced h i m  
tha t  i n  1837 t h e  :llillcnnium ivoulci comc. lie des-  
cribes t h e  Plil lenniun as being "distii iguislied 11). 
a new, g r e a t ,  pure,  and long continued exealption 
from i n t e r n a l  and ex te rna l  e v i l s ,  s i n c e  t h e  autliors 
o f  t hese  e v i l s  a r e  removed, and by an abundance o f  
var ied  happiness,  such a s  the church h i t h e r t o  h a s  
not beheld:  (Vol. 5 ,  p.  365). Iiengel found a 
double tliousand years  i n  Revelation 20,  t h e  f i r s t  
thousand on e a r t h ,  dur ing  Sa tan ' s  impriso~unent;  -- 
t h e  second, a d i s t i n c t  tliousand, of  t h e  r i s e n  
s a i n t s  i n  heaven, extending t o  t h e  genera l  r c su r -  
rection, Fausset ,  h i s  biograpller and fe l low . - -  
m l l l e n n i a l i s t ,  admits t h a t  ' % i s  ass igning  1836 a s  
t h e  year  of t h e  cor i f l ic t  of t h e  Beast out  of tlie 
Bottomless P i t  i ~ i t h  t l ~ e  people of God (Chapter 19:  
11-21) has proved a mistake:  (Vol. 5 ,  p .  x x i i )  . 
But i t  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e  f o r  u s  t o  no te  t h a t  Bengel, 
i f r i t i l lg  almost a century before  liis t r a n s l a t o r ,  was 
s o  s u r e  t h a t  h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n s  aild sclicrnatic arrange- 

:;tent of Revelation 20 xas t h e  only  correct  one, 
:hat he said, "l!e ~ntust deny t h e  p e r s p i c u i t y  of 
Sc r ip tu re  a11 toget'ilemn who p e r s i s t s  i n  denying 
t h i  5 and endeavors t o  r e f u t e  it" (Vol. 5 ,  p. 365). 
BengeP could well have followed Luther who made 
some guesses about t h e  end of  t h e  world, sug- 
ges t ing  t h a t  it might come during t h e  middle of 
t h e  S ix th  Millennium, b u t ,  a s  ~ g s t l i n  says ,  "He 
warns express ly ,  meanwhihe, aga ins t  more p r e c i s e  
reckoning and prying t o  d iscover  the exact  t ime 
of t h e  great event" (~Gstlin 2 ,  p. 576). 

- r:ve-s since & h i s  p r i o e d  tilere have been 
f,utlaerazs \djlt2 ~ ~ I J C  been millennialists, The l ist  
'_s 5o~:e~iaat in~ressi:ie,  and they are fairly con- 
.:cx=vetive (1 :.rould g v k - ; " ~ ~  yrobably because a libex-- 
&I  I > ~ t h e r a n  tlainks t h a t  aal% o f  revealed G l ~ r i s t i a n -  
1 ty i s  a product o$ man a s imagination) : V i l m a s  , 
SaeckPes, Hsfmann, Delitzsch, F a  HI, R e  Frank, 
Zahra, e tc ,  T h a " k i  snot -to say t h e s e  were no Euro- 
pean Lutherans of stature (not t o  mention h e r i c a n )  
whs r e j e c t e d  mi l lennia l i sm,  bu t  mare o f  t h a t  l a t e r .  

In  t h i s  country t h e r e  have always been t h a s e  
 itfa fain what; i s  now t h e  LCA who have been mi l len-  
n i a l i s t s ,  m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  i n  varying degrees.  
Foremost i n  r epu ta t ion  would be D r .  J .  A. S e i s s .  

9 

Iie was of  t h e  General Council .  The ULC has had 
o the r  theologians who tcere m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  bu t  
probably not as far t o  t h e  g r o s s  s i d e  of  t h e  spec- 
trum a s  S e i s s ,  It is  noteworthy t o  cons ider  i n  
this connection, however, t h a t  t h e  LCA has pro- 
duced some o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  opponents of mi l len-  
n ia l i sm over t h e  years  (Could t h i s  be  because t h e  
c l o s e  con tac t  with m i f l e n n i a l i s t s  caused them t o  
sce t h a t  a thousand-year kingdom i s  incompatible 
with t h e  Lutheran way of  expressing t h e  Kingdom of  
Chr i s t ? )  : Ii.  E .  Jacobs,  Joseph Stump, J. L .  Neve, 
C, I[!, L i t t l e .  Years ago  ell^ jtugustana Synod ha0 a. 
streak of milPenniaPism i n  i t ,  but  I havenq& heard 
anything about it l a t e l y ,  % would again guess 
t h a t  S t ,  Peter and Rock Is land are now so imbued 
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9 
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anything about it l a t e l y ,  % would again guess 
t h a t  S t ,  Peter and Rock Is land are now so imbued 



w i t h  nes-ortlaodoxy that .  t h e i r  1;sehatology i s  pure 
ilultmal~w. Onc of the o ld  Augustana Synod tlacslo- 
g i a n s ,  E .  E ,  Lindt~erg , poler-ncci zes agains-t m i  laen- 
n i a l i sm  i n  his Cl l r i s t i an  Dogmatics. 

h o n g  t h e  Norwegians t h e r e  ha s  always been 
some bf i l leranial ism,  e s p c c i a l % y  among those  con- 
nected with t h e  Haugean P i e t i s t i c  :.:overi~elt~t. flal- 
l esby  o f  Lile p a s t  genen - t i on ,  and a p r o f e s s o r  at 
t i l e  Free Seminary i n  Oslo,  idas a m i l l e n n i a l i s t ,  
i9nd lais in f luence  i n  t h i s  count ry  been consid- 
eral3le. F i f t e e n  years ago [11?5'3) , tile curren-t 
; ~-c- : , ident  sf the. LC-:IS, J , A, C3, Preus, asserted- 
i n  h i s  A Closer Look tl1a-t ""anot%ier e r ror  "&krateaj. 
w i t i l i z l  the  !;LC (presently ALC) is lire-raillenni a%- 
ism'', and ~ y ~ ~ c i f i c a l i y  poi;;ted t o  "i,wo teacilerla at 
the LLC se~t innr -y  (11. I!)), ~ g a i l i ,  i t  rn ig l r t  h c  lmrd 

v i s u a l i z e  old-faslrlorled millcna~ialsinr b e i n g  
t a u g l t  at Lutiler Seminary, St P a u L  ~ I - t r t L  \ p : i t i ~  i t s  
advanced Gul tmannian ideas a 

But. it was cInieEly through %fie acceptance by 
the LC-% i n  1938 sf t h e  AEC Declara t ion  tP.sat sulr 
a-tten"con was aga in  sall ied %0 t h e  problem of t I i l -  
l enn i a l i sm .  10 The Declara t ion  of  t h e  ALC, c h i e f l y  
a u t i ~ o r c d  by D r .  7.1. Reu, with  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Last 
Things,  asked f o r  t o l e r a t i o n  on f o u r  p o i n t s :  Anti- 
C h r i s t ,  Conversiorl of I s r a e l ,  I'hysical R e s u r r e c t i o ~ ~  
of  t h e  Xar ty r s ,  t h e  TI-totxsand Years of' Revelat ion 20.  
The Declara t ion  ~anntcd t o  res tore  t h e s e  t o  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of "open ques t ions" :  "l?e expect  no more 
than  t h i s ,  t h a t  t h e  honorable  synod s f  !.lissouri 
w i l l  d e c l a r e  t h a t  tlsc p o i n t s  mentioned t h e r e  are 
not  d i s r u p t i v e  of  cllurch fellows hi^).'^ The Old 
Iowa Synod i I i  l l c n n i a l  ism had corite from Gemany 
through I,oehe, t h e  g r e a t  missionary. I t  had a  
s t rong  foo tho ld  i n  the  Iowa Synod and i t  Elad been 
a source  of  d i s p u t e  between ' - l issouri  and Iowa i n  
t h c  1 8 5 0 f s ,  when Plissouri  rc fuscd  t o  regard  i.liH- 
lennial isrn a s  an open ques t i on ,  even seve r ing  re- 
l a t i o n s  with one of i t s  own p a s t o r s ,  Ycl:icfer- 
ciecl.er, ;,ecausc ci- Iiis 1 2 i l l e n n i a l i s t i c  s t a n d ,  

maen S c h i e f e r d e ~ k e ~  gave up h i s  mil lennial ism h e  
again became a member of  the  Iklissouri Synod i n  
1875, 

As I have previously indicated ,  Millennialism 
is  found i n  many v a r i e t i e s  and i n  many places. 
The Momons are m i l l e n n i a l i s t s ;  s o  a r e  the  Seventh 
Day Adventists; l ikewise t h e  Holiness Groups. 
?Itere a r e  "'dispensationakists"; then the re  a r e  
those who bel ieve  i n  a "Raptwe", "secret"  o r  
otherwise, Some have divid@d t h e  t p e s  s f  Millen- 
n ia l i sm i n t o  sfgross" and "f ineff  mfilennial ism, the  
l a t t e r  being less  coloffed with m a t e r i a l i s t i c  con- 
ceptions. I s h a l l  consider t h i s  l a t t e r  s ince  it 
is  the  type t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  appears i n  
t h e  Lu%%.zeran Church and i n  some of t h e  
Tsdav assoc ia tes ,  b-t one must f i n a l l y  address 
h i m s k ~ f  t o  t h e  quest ion t h a t  D r .  ~ h e o d b r e  Engelder 
r a i s e s  a s  t o  the  d i f fe rences  between sober, sane 
Chiliasm and non-sober and non-sane, He concludes 
t h a t  " the  sanes t  f s m  of Chiliasm is  based upon 
imagination and a r b i t r a r i n e s s  i n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  
A l l  forms of Chiliasm a r e  e a s t  i n  the  same 
matrix. "11 

Asswing t h a t  i n  general  t h e  M i l l e n n i a l i s t s  
a t  t h e  Jerusalem Conference promote a f i n e  
~ h i l i a s m ,  l2 w e  f ind  t h e  following pos i t ions  advo- 
cated by them: Revelation 20:l-4, t h e  Golden Era 
of C h r i s t ' s  r e i g n  on t h i s  e a r t h  with His s a i n t s ,  
prophesies a l i t e r a l  thousand years and i s  y e t  i n  
t h e  f u t u r e  (Harold Ockenga, p. 302) ; Revelation 
20 a n t i c i p a t e s  an e a r t h l y  kingdom which w i l l  be a 
time of universa l  j u s t i c e  and peace (C. F .  H. 
Iienry, p. 181); Chr is t  w i l l  come t o  judge t h e  
world, e s t a b l i s h  H i s  kingdom and introduce a 
re ign  of r ighteousness (bferr i l l  C. Tenney, p .  66); 
the place of  C h r i s t ' s  r e tu rn  i s  locatable ,  since 
H e  i s  t o  come back t o  the  same place from which He 
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ascended, Zech. I 4 : 4  ( b n e P d  T ,  01son, President, 
Evangelical  Free CklircI~, p ,  131) ; a f t e r  %hc 
second advent of  C h r i s t  and i n  the yl i l lcnniz1 
r e i g n  of  t h e  Son of Linvid a l i t e r a l  templc ~Gitll ;i 
l i t e r a l  pr iesthood trith f i t e r a l  s a c r i f i c e s  t i r i l l  hz  
cons t ruc ted ,  Ezek .  40-48 (Cilarles Lee Fc inhcrg ,  
p. 96) ;  I s r a e l  a s  a na t ion  w i l l  g l o r i o u s l y  r e t u r n  
t o  Zion and w i l l  never be s c a t t e r e d  again ( h o s  !)), 
and t l iere  a r e  prophecies  wlricll r e q u i r e  Israel  t o  
be back. i n  t h e  land a t  t h e  time of t h e  end, a 
s i t u a t i o n  whicli \ifas not  t r u e  u n t i l  our  genera t ion ,  
and t h i s  p re sen t  occul~at ion  of a po r t ion  of  t h e  
iioly land i s  the  f i r s t  stage of t i i e  f inal re- 
gat':lering o f  Israel xhicta wj l l have i t s  culmiala- 
t i a n  wf:en Isr-ael 9 s   l less id^ rc turr ls  -to t h e  eartli 
i.2 power and g l o r y  t o  r c s i ~ n  [,?ci;jn t ; .  i:aqi/09rd, a _ 
3 3 7 ,  3381, 

i can perhaps sllinuliarize t h e  psz i t ia r r  of alor-a- 

temporary Lutheran b l i l l cnn ia l i s t s  by  fo l lowing  
4 1 ~ i l e  o u t l i n e  of 11.  Keurs  Lutlieran Dogmati-cs. - --- 13 

1.) Ileu's f i r s t  p i n t  i s  - tha t  "'before t h e  
Kingdor,~ of Cod w i l l  1;s csnsumnated,  t ! ~ c  Gospel 
m u s t b e  preached i n  t h e  whole world f o r  a t e s t i -  
nony ii-rn~ts a l l  na t ions" ,  Reu, hor~pever, a l s o  s t a t e s  
t h a t  "tilt v i c t o r i o u s  course  of the  Gospel is  by 
ns  means i d e n t i f i e d  i v i t ' i i  a un ive r sa l  convc~sion 
of mankindqi;  it i s  j u s t  a  t es t imony  ts "Liel;~ whic21 
i s  eritiler accepted o r  r e j ec ted .  

2 )  "The ~ n o c l m a t i o n  of t h e  Gospel among a l l  
na t ions  is followed hy  t h e  conversion of I s r a e l . "  
Reu t r a n s l a t e s  Romans l1:25-26 a s  f s l l ov~r ; :  "A 
p a r t i a l  hardening ilas come upon (tile people) 
I s r a e l  t o  l a s t  u n t i l  t h a t  po in t  of  tirile titrell tile 
fu l l i l e s s  of  tile Gen t i l e s  113s coine i n ,  and then 
a l l  I s r a e l  s h a l l  be saved." Iteu i ~ e l i c v e s  t h a t  
" I s r a e l  a s  a na t ion  - -  tllo~rgl? not a1 l tile ,Jews --- 
would be r e s t o r e d  t o  i t s  place as the  pcoplc of 
Cod * ': 

3)  Ot1le-r events  which aceordiA2g to t h e  
S c r i p u s e s  s h a l l  t a k e  -place dur ing  t h e  f inal  
period a r e  t h e  g e n e ~ a l  apostasy k i t h i n  Christen- 
dom and t h e  appearance ssf tire Anti-Christ .  Weu 
suggests  t h a t  " t h i s  apostasy will probably OCCUF 
with in  t h e  Gen t i l e  C h r i s t i a n  p o r t i o n  o f  Christen- 
dom" and t h a t  "from t h i s  apostasy there  will merge 
t h e  Ant i -Chr is t ,  who, i n  conjunction with t h e  
f a l s e  prophets ,  w i l l  mast s e r i o u s l y  uwgfertake t h e  
work of  leading a l l  believ6rs astray." Reu holds 
t h a t  "unquestionably the  h t i - C h r i s t  i s  an ind iv i -  
dual ,  one person", and t h a t  "all  %he h o s t i l i t y  
a g a i n s t  C h r i s t  which exists  anyhere i n  t h e  world 
f i n d s  i t s  personal culni~latkow i n  h i m a "  He dodoes 
not  fee l  t h a t  h i s  view "can be invalidated by a 
reference t o  Luther's tiell-known seatenent in the  
Articles sf Smalcald":, because i t  is ""passible 
t h a t  one f i n d s  t h e  Biblical  marks of the Anti- 
CH-trist t o  be the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s% the Pspe of 
Iime and strill e x p c t s  t h e  c u l m i n a t b n  sf A n t i -  
Ghris t ia~mity  i n  an a c t u a l  person QE the  Past days, 
$ \ ;haher  t h i s  a c t u a l  person proceeds from t h e  in-  
s t i t u t i o n  of  t h e  Papacy sr whether he i s  a s e c u l a r  
r u l e r  is ha rd  t o  de f ine  be fo rehad ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
since t h e  Pope has  s t r o n g  a s g i s a t i m s  for secular 
pOWB1". "' 

43 "Anti-Christ  w i l l  be  vanquished by Chsise 
who w i l l  a l s o  cause t h e  f i r s t  n"esurrectione8"~- 
cording t o  R e u 9  conception of these events ,  "when 
t h e  a f f l i c t i o n s  of  the  C h r i s t i a n s  have became most 
grievous and Ant i -Chr i s t ' s  presumption has reached 
i t s  peak, then  C h r i s t  will i n t e rvene  and tenaninate 
Ant i -Chr i s t ' s  r u l e . "  He will go f o r t h  ts was 
aga ins t  Anti-Chris t  and h i s  ally, the False 
Prophet,  and c a s t  them both i n t o  t h e  Lake of F i r e  
( i . e . ,  damnation) and bind Satan ,  the  old se rpen t ,  
rarllo i s  t h e  power behind both of them, f o q  a period 
of one thousand yea r s .  Itear acknowledges t h a t  "&G- 

cording t o  t h e  l a s t  discourses o% C h r i s t ,  however, 
t h e  r e t u r n  of C h r i s t  a p p e a r v s  the  w r y  last  
event i n  t h e  present  era, followed imedia te%y by 
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temporary Lutheran b l i l l cnn ia l i s t s  by  fo l lowing  
4 1 ~ i l e  o u t l i n e  of 11.  Keurs  Lutlieran Dogmati-cs. - --- 13 
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i s  eritiler accepted o r  r e j ec ted .  
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f i n d s  i t s  personal culni~latkow i n  h i m a "  He dodoes 
not  fee l  t h a t  h i s  view "can be invalidated by a 
reference t o  Luther's tiell-known seatenent in the  
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pOWB1". "' 

43 "Anti-Christ  w i l l  be  vanquished by Chsise 
who w i l l  a l s o  cause t h e  f i r s t  n"esurrectione8"~- 
cording t o  R e u 9  conception of these events ,  "when 
t h e  a f f l i c t i o n s  of  the  C h r i s t i a n s  have became most 
grievous and Ant i -Chr i s t ' s  presumption has reached 
i t s  peak, then  C h r i s t  will i n t e rvene  and tenaninate 
Ant i -Chr i s t ' s  r u l e . "  He will go f o r t h  ts was 
aga ins t  Anti-Chris t  and h i s  ally, the False 
Prophet,  and c a s t  them both i n t o  t h e  Lake of F i r e  
( i . e . ,  damnation) and bind Satan ,  the  old se rpen t ,  
rarllo i s  t h e  power behind both of them, f o q  a period 
of one thousand yea r s .  Itear acknowledges t h a t  "&G- 

cording t o  t h e  l a s t  discourses o% C h r i s t ,  however, 
t h e  r e t u r n  of C h r i s t  a p p e a r v s  the  w r y  last  
event i n  t h e  present  era, followed imedia te%y by 



t h e  resurrection s f  a l l  nen and t h e  l a s t  judg- 
nent  ," So, he suggests  tv:u pssibi.li-isicss by 
wf~ ic :~  t lkis  can be accommodated w i t h i n  fais systerra: 
I f  Tl~essa lonians  2 : 8  and Revelation 19 describe a 
s p c i a 1  deed of power but raot the  actual  r e t u r n  
af C l ~ ~ i s t  ~11 ich  w i l l  occur a t  a l a t e r  time, 
nmlely, immediately before t h e  universa l  r e ~ ~ r -  
r e c t i a n  and t h e  judgment, The other possibility, 
according t o  Reu, i s  t h a t  C h r i s t P  s words on t h e  
East .letdgrmellt nrliglat be  kaamdcrs"%osi% i n  t h e  sense 
t h t  t h i s  i n t e rven t ion  f3r t h e  purpose sf van- 
q i ~ i s h i n g  Satan i s  t h e  real  r e t u r n  of C h r i s t  and 
t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  de fea t  o f  Sa t sn  (irevol;rtion 20:  7 )  
is t a  ;i. ~li:~>r.stoaci as a r .1 i~ ia .1 ,  7iliraci;ilr~ils decd 
s f  i I i r n  r s i~ s   IS already -returned : "1 do not  I < ~ G v J ;  
but I reg3rd t h r  farmel: o f  thesc :*V~G vjclv:~ as 
nore -rr~abab le , " 

A t  any ai.ate, a c c s r d i ~ ~ g  t o  Reu, t h e  !i"i:irst 
itesurrarction" follows immedi a t e i y  upon the over- 
.tfrl.o\g o f  Satan ,  8ut I<ega will Ekavc no prir"i;n 
construing " t h i s  r e su r reez ion  ir.1 3. s p i r i t u a l  
sense", b u t  he  a l s o  fjinds t h i s  phys ica l  f i r s t  
~ e s u r r e c t i o m  corroborated by P a u l  (%<omans $1 : 15, 
2 5 ) .  Reu does not  bel ieve that i t  will be a 
resair-nrection s f  a l l  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  that 7 i d i 1 3  occur 
a t  t h i s  f i rs t  resurrection bu t  rat-her t h a t  !'it 
w i l l  be most advlsal2le t o  ab ide  by what i s  s t a t e d  
i n  Revelat ion 20,  namely, t h c  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of  t h e  
~ n a r t p s  ." %leu seelis t o  l i amonize  t h i s  f i rst  
phys ica l  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of tile martyrs  before 
Judgment Bay with a u n i ~ ~ e r s a l  r e ~ u r r e c t i o n  i n  
t h i s  way: "The u n i v e r s a l i t y  sf t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  
xhich i s  d e f i n i t e l y  asserted i n  the: Gospel, does 
not  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e q u i r e  i t s  abso lu te  s ixu l t anes~as -  
ness ;  hence i n  assuming a f i rs t  r e s u r r e c t i o n  one 
does not  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  analogy of f a i t h  and of 
tl:e S c r i p t u r e s  ; cf . more-over, ; lattllew 27 : 52 f f , '' 
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,h is i~ : r : t t~~kz i -~-B,d l I  the  $;ingdom sf God , tile rnz i, l amia1  

r e i g n  of the s a i n t s  with Chr is t . "  Those who had 
p a r t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  r e s u r r e c t i o n  w i l l  r e i g n  with 
Chr i s t  t h e  King a s  predic ted  i n  Revelat ion 20:1-4. 
The t e x t  does not  s t a t e  i n  what t h i s  royal  r u l e  
will. c o n s i s t  --  bu t  inasmuch a s  Chr i s t  s i n c e  IIis 
ascension governs t h e  world and H i s  church, ' : th i s  
r e ign  must a t  a l l  events  r ep resen t  a s t i l l  higher  
form o f  r u l e t 7 ,  and s i n c e  b e l i e v e r s  a r e  from t h e  
moment of t l l e i r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  p r i e s t s  and k ings ,  
" the roya l  power which they now exe rc i se  con- 
j o i n t l y  with C h r i s t  must l ikewise  be a  h igher  form 
than  tliey ]lave elljoyed s o  f a r  . I '  Reu i s  not  cer- 
t a i n  whether t h i s  r e ign  w i l l  be e s t ab l i shed  i n  
Ilea'k'en o r  eartl:, and he suggests  t h a t  "tE~e s t a t e  
introduced by C h r i s t ' s  overthrow of Anti-Chris t  
embraces t i ~ o  l~ l~ases :  one occurs i n  heaven, t h e  
o ther  simultaneousl;. on e a r t l ~ .  In d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  
ti:c ctller dead, tile martyrs a r e  r a i s e d ,  endowed 
w i t h  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  body and e n t e r  i n t o  heaven 
i n  order  t o  take p a r t  i n  C h r i s t ' s  r e i g n  which now 
beg ins  with s p e c i a l  power. A t  t h e  same time, 
Satan i s  bound on e a r t h ,  i . e . ,  he  does not  possess  
the same freedom of  a c t i o n  and power of temptat ion 
and cannot i n  h i s  accustomed manner arouse t h e  
n a t i o n s f  ha t r ed  aga ins t  t h e  church. That Satan is 
bound i s  ve ry  l i k e l y  an  e f f e c t  of C h r i s t ' s  majes- 
t i c  reign."  Reu sugges ts  t h a t  a t  t h i s  t ime t h e  
b e l i e v e r s  would c a r r y  on g r e a t  missionary a c t i v i -  
t i e s ,  us ing  t h e  Word and Sacraments, b u t  no t  a l l  
would be converted s i n c e  " s in  and dea th  w i l l  s t i l l  
e x i s t  and many h e a r t s  w i l l  r e s i s t  t h e  Word of God." 

Reu is  convinced t h a t  t h i s  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  fu-  
t u r e  which he  has pa in ted  i s  " t o t o  _- coelo  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h e  Jewish dreams of t h e  Nillcnnium and a l s o  
from present-day l i b e r a l i s m ' s  view concerning t h e  
development of C h r i s t i a n i t y  . I 1  

6) "The Ili l lennium is  followed by t h e  f i n a l  
c r i s i s  through whici: C c Ci;urch passes  t o  a c t u a l  
yc r fcc t ion . "  Reu develops t h i s  t h e s i s  more ex- 
p l i c i t l y  by saying:  "According t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  



t h e  resurrection s f  a l l  nen and t h e  l a s t  judg- 
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!70cl, Satall will be loosed once more [ilcvelatioaz 
20:7), and thus  t h e  l a s t  assau l t  of  Sa tan  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Kjx~gdom of God i s  begun. iie t h i n k s  t h a t  t h i s  
i s  i 'sychologically c r e d i b l e  because a  s p i r i t u a l  
power t h a t  has hcen srappressed by ex te rna l  f o r c e  
without having been inv;ardly ovc rcme  will even- 
t u a l l y  break f o r t h  with even g r e a t e r  vellemence. 
Ile i s  of tile mind t h a t  now Satan will gatlicr f o r  
t h i s  f i n a l  onslaught those who r e s i s t e d  t h e  i n -  
f luences  brougiit t o  bear  upon them during the 
:lillcnnium. Cog and '!agog i n  i t evc la t ion  "~ i robably  
d e s i g n a t e  Phosc who du r ing  t h e  FIille~rnium were 
crowded arv.ay from t h e  cenrer i n t o  t h e  o u t l y i n g  
d i s t r i c t s ,  as i t  ~ c s c ,  and were unable t o  carry  
c r r t  thci-s wicked p l o t s  and designs," '>-% i 2 ~ & x  these 
last en;c;!?ies .sf the Churelt ~f God are de:;:̂ i"oyctJ 
by f i r e  cca ing  out of ileayen (Ezck ,  38 : 22 2; 39 :C; 
I levelat ic~n 20:3f , '',%nr% nPw foP%c~t~s  t h e  zkliinlate 
~~nsunma"&on of the individuals and s f  t h e  ~Eaurc'bt,'" 

I I1 

hq13t is  one t o  make of such a p resen ta t ion  o f  
eschatology? I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  
presented i n  our  c i r c l e s .  Does it p resen t  more 
c l o s c l y  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  view of t h e  Last Things 
than t h e  one t o  which w e  a r e  accustomed? I t  n o t ,  
i s  t h i s  view a t  l e a s t  c m p a t i b l e  w i t 1 1  tlie Scrip-  
t u r e s  o r  ,-illohrable w i t h i ~ l  L h c  l i n i t s  of  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n  of t h e  Sc r ip tu re?  

A t  t h e  o u t s e t  one s l~ou ld  remember t h a t  we arcs 
dea l ing  with f u t u r e  events  and it i s  indeed pos- 
s i b l e  t h a t  our  conception of  t hese  f u t u r e  events  
may j 1 1  d e t a i l s  be d i f f e r e n t  from what will a c t u a l l y  
happen. One indeed needs t o  be iiwilbJe when he ap- 
proaciles such norrlentous events  a s  t h e  l a s t  ones of 
tliis e a r t h ,  and iic sliould Tlonestly t r y  t o  d iscover  
what God a c t u a l l y  has r e v c a l  ed i n  fiis Itiord. 

F i r s t  of  a l l ,  we have t o  do with ttzc mat te r  

-18- 

of liermeneutics and t h e  c l a r i t y  of  S c r i p t u r e .  
Dean Feinherg i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a  
l i t e r a l  r ebu i ld ing  of t h e  Temple i n  Jerusalem be- 
cause he  i s  going t o  " i n t e r p r e t  prophecy a s  we do 
o the r  d i d a c t i c  and n a r r a t i v e  po r t ions  of  t h e  Bible 
i n  a l i t e r a l  manner" and he i s  not  going t o  "pro- 
ceed according t o  a  s p i r i t u a l i z i n g  o r  a l l e g o r i c a l  
canon." Cis  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  he  i n s i s t s ,  i s  a 
grammatical i n t e r p r c t a t i o l l  according t o  t h e  p l a i n  
and ord inary  sense of t h e  words, t11c cons t ruc t ion  
and form of sentences ,  and t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  idiom 
of t h e  language.14 

N o i ~  LutZlerrsn exege t i ca l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  too ,  
s i m i l a r l y  assert t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  i s  c l e a r  and t h a t  
one de r ives  t h e  rlleaning from t h e  t e x t .  Ralph 
Rsial~iann Iaas sunmarized Lutheran f lemencut ics  . I 5  
Lutl~erarr p r i n c i p l e s  of i n t c r y r e t a t i o n  view t h e  
FIaly S c r i l ~ t u r e s  as a u n i t ;  one is  not  t o  read h i s  
svm opb io r t s  i n t o  tjle t e x t ;  one i s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  
t h e  Scripture as  a P i t e r a r y  document, and one de- 
r i v e s  tile lfieaning o f  t h e  t e x t  through a  s tudy o f  
t h e  wards and t h e  grammatical s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  
sentence. Every passage has  bu t  one sense (I3oE11- 
rnann, p. 89) .  S c r i p t u r e  i n t e r p r e t s  S c r i p t u r e  be- 
cause of i t s  u n i t y  and c l a r i t y  (Bohlmann, p. 93);  
herrce passages dea l ing  with t h e  same s u b j e c t  mat- 
t e r  may be used t o  expla in  o r  cor robora te  each 
o t h e r .  The l e s s  c l e a r  a r e  t o  be considered i n  
t h e  l i g h t  oE t h e  c l e a r e r  (Bohlmann, p. 101).  
TEiis p r i n c i p l e  is  fundamental i n  considering t h e  
Last Things. To be su re ,  every passage has  but  
one sense,  b u t  t h e  B i b l i c a l  au tho r s  do not  always 
speak i n  l i t e r a l i s t i c  terms (Bohlmann, p. 9 3 ) .  
The Bible i s  a l i t e r a r y  document and it does em- 
ploy f i g u r e s  of s ~ e e c l l  a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t  because 
i t  is  a  l i t e r a r y  document; a l l  t h e  resources  of 
language a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  Sacred Wri te rs .  

I t  i s  he re  where t h e  r n i l l e n n i a l i s t i c  schools  
charge t h e  a - m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  with being "a l l egor i -  
zers".  But m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  do employ an untenable 
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l i t e r a l i s m  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  prophecy. 
\\%en i n i l l e n n i a l i s t s  g e t  t o  the book of ! :welat ion, 
they seem t o  r e f u s e  t o  recognize that Scr ip ture  is  
a l s o  a  l i t e r a r y  document which a t  times eml3loys 
f i g u r e s  of speecli, a l l e g o r i e s ,  and sylnbolic lan-  
guage. Af ter  reading seve ra l  r n i l l c n n i a l i s t i c  
~qorks ,  U r .  Engelder cariie with t h i s  r a t i l e r  l i a r s i~  
but  f a c t u a l  judgment: "In o rde r  to think Cil i l ias-  f 

t i c a l l y ,  one must be a b l e  t o  apply tile most v i o l e n t  
exeges is  and be w i l l i n g  t o  subjec t  Sc r ip tu re  t o  
t h e  most a r b i t r a r y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Thc  i ron-c lad  + 

r u l e  t h a t  one must never depart from %he sensris 
literalis i s  put  aside iv.flcn the  i jar t icular  theory  - 
of a p a r t i c t ~ l a r  school  demantls 3.f: 2nd tfle d i s t i n i :  
t i s n  between tlit S ~ ~ S L I S  Biter~e and the  sensras ---- -w-- -- 
litcralis seeins t n  i ?~  u n k i l o ~ i ~ ~ .  Ye dc;3h3-t from tlic 

te-rac \.siten Scri12tslre t e l l s  us  to $20 s o ,  -.- 
' T 1 . a ~  pse-~i i l leranial is t  c l i n g s  to the SOI~SB;J -- 
o r  d e p a r t s  from it as his fancy dictates."'4L A. 

would be remiss if I did not  p o i n t  out  t h a t  Irere 
i s  onc of tile cruxes and one must approacll t h i s  
problcm s e n s i t i v e l y  s i n c e  one must be careful not 
t o  l a y  Ilircself open to t h e  charge that he  is  
t7demythologizing". Some m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  almost ap- 
pear t o  th ink  t h a t  i f  one t akes  a high v i e w  of  tiic 
i n s p i r a t i o n  and aut i ior i  ty of  Sc r ip tu re  o:lc 11lust be 
a m i l l e n n i a l i s t .  !fe t a k e  an equa l ly  high view of 
S c r i p t u r e ,  but  our p r i n c i p l e s  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
do no t  allow u s  t o  be  m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  because we 
fol low t h e  c l e a r  passages of Sc r ip tu re .  Luther- 
anism recognizes t h a t  t h c  Sc r ip tu re  i s  a l i t e r a r y  
document which uses  i ~ i s t o r i c a l  language, a l l c -  
g o r i e s ,  imagery, and f i g u r a t i v e  language. 

Let me examine some of t h e  n i l l e n n i a l i s t i c  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  Ezek. 40-43, a s  I have a l r eady  
noted,  i s  t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d  l i t e r a l l y  i n  t h e  mil- 
lennium as a r ebu i ld ing  of  t h e  Jewish temple. 3ut 
i n  t h e  New Testament Je sus  d isparages  t h e  view 
t h a t  t h e  t rue  r o r s h i p  of  God depended upon an ex- 
t e r n a l  il:i ldirig : "ll'oma,i, :?cl  i eve me, t h e  hour 
cometll, yc  s h a l l  n e i t h e r  i n  t h i s  mountain, 

nor  ye t  at Jemsalem,  worship t h e  Father" (John 
4 : 2 % ) .  Ratlaer, according t o  t h e  New T e s t m e n t  a l l  
b e l i e v e r s  i n  JCSUS C h r i s t  grow toge the r  i n t o  "an 
holy  temple of t h e  Lordw where God dwel ls  through 
t h e  S p i r i t  (Eph. 2 : l3-22).  Iience t h e s e  New Test-  
ament words must shed l i g h t  on t h e  words of  Eze- 
k i e l ,  and po in t  t h e  way as t o  how we should i n t e r -  
p r e t  them. 

Last spr ing  a t  t h e  Jerusalem Conference, 
liarold Ockenge dec lared  t h a t  God lrad promised t o  
res tore  I s r a e l  t o  P a l e s t i n e  and t o  r e s t o r e  Je rusa -  
%em t o  Israel and that s ince  1967 t h i s  promise had 
been f i l f i l f e d ,  h a n g  t h e  h o s t  o f  Old Testament 
passages lle quotes as being f u l f i l l e d  by these 
events ,  he c i t e s  ~ m o s  9:11-12.17 Yet, i f  one 
holds t o  t h e  a x i m  t h a t  Scripture i n t e r p r e t s  
Scr ip ture  because it is a u n i t  and because it is  
clear,  ane f i n d s  clear Bight i n  t h e  New T e s t m e n t  
on how t o  in te rpre t  t h i s  and s i n i l a r  Old T e s t w e n t  
passages. Scripture i n t e r p r e t s  t h i s  prophecy by 
t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  the Lord's promise t o  r e t u r n  and 
ra ise  up t h e  t abe rnac le  of David took p lace  i n  t h e  
bui ld ing  o f  t h e  Holy C h r i s t i a n  Church, a  s p i r i t u a l  
t abe rnac le .  Wen Paul t o l d  t h e  Jerusalem Council 
how t h e  Gen t i l e s  were being brought t o  f a i t h ,  James 
a rose  t o  say t h a t  now t h e  prophecy o f  Amos had 
been f u l f i l l e d :  'To t h i s  agree  t h e  words of t h e  
1 rophet ,  a s  it is  w r i t t e n :  (Acts 15: 13-17). 

As can be seen from P a r t  I of  t h i s  paper,  
m i l l c n n i a l i s t s  p o s t u l a t e  a  "millennium" and then  
cen te r  around t h i s  c e r t a i n  events  such as C h r i s t ' s  
r e t u r n ,  t h e  vanquishing of Ant i -Chr is t ,  t h e  phy- 
s i c a l  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  mar tyrs ,  t h e  un ive r sa l  
conversion of  t h e  Jews, and t h e  establ is lunent  of  
some kind of mi l l enn ia1  kingdom. In t h e  f i n a l  . 
a n a l y s i s ,  everything hinges on Revelat ion 20. M i l -  
l enn ia l i sm s t ands  o r  fa l ls  with kt.  Basically, it 
is  supposed t o  be t h e  t e x t  t h a t  s e t s  f o r t h  t h e  doc- 
t r i n e  t h a t  s a i n t s  w i l l  be r a i s e d  from t h e  grave 
a t  t h e  beginning o f  t h e  bfillennium and t h e  wicked 
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a t  t h e  end of that per iod .  This v i e a ~  makes a 
sepa ra t ion  of time between the  coming sf C I ~ r i s t ,  
t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of a l l  the dead, and t h e  judgment 
i n  the end of  t h e  world, 

But t h e  N c w  Testmer i t  c e r t a i n l y  does not  con- 
nec t  t h e  second coming s f  C h r i s t  w i t 1 1  an  ear"c'r:ly 
kingdom, having i t s  c e n t e r  i n  an admini,atra&ie>n 
from Jerusalem (FIatt . 25 :31-46) . Furt l ier ,  Revc- 
l a t i o n  20 does no-..;; 3:;z.t the  "first sc su r rcc -  
t i o n ' k o l n e s  t o  pass  as a r e s u l t  of @Ir-ristfs second 
conning, 1% i s  j u s t  n s t  iaa the t e x t ,  Revelation 20 
does, hzs~aiever, speak of tile ""&l-asusand yea-rsf '  (six 
times) and of t h e  "first  rcsur~ectisn"', aa~d the 
"binding of Saran".  Zov: are t l rcse to be under- 
slood? The milf.ent,nia%Sst wanrs t a  g ive  as S i t c r -  
a l i s f i c  i ~ l t e r p ' e t a k i ~ n  as j inssibje  "., R ~ x r c l a t i a n  20, 
t;ut even h e  w i l l  not  b e  one l~:u~dn-e% percent liter- 
a j i s t i c ;  h e  i s n ? ?  as f a r  as I can see ,  t h ink ing  
i n  ter11:s of a large i r o n  o r  brass ' 'keyfi  ss a ' 'great 
cha inf '  t h a t  wmlld m a k c ,  %or example, t h e  Cpcen 
Elizabeth's anclio-r c1-iai.n look P i k e  a  watcfx c h a i n ,  
To even a casual  r eade r  it i s  evident  tlnat t h e  
book af Revelat ion i s  s a t u r a t e d  with f i g u r a t i v e  
express ions ,  f u l l  of v i s i o n s ,  and t h a t  it i s  pro-  
p h e t i c a l  i n  na tu re .  T t  i s  indeed a d i f f i c u l t  bsak 
t o  xanderstarnd, b u t  one who accepts  a l l  of Scr iy-  
t u r e  as a u n i t  and confesses  i t s  fundamental c l a r -  
i t y ,  w i l l  have S c r i p t u r e  sc rve  a s  i t s  own i n t e r -  
p r e t e r .  This  means t h a t  h e  w i l l  u se  c l e a r  passages 
of S c r i p t u r e  dea l ing  with t h e  same sub jec t  ma t t e r  
t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  o t h e r  passages.  

In  v i ew of t h i s ,  f would suggest t h a t  s e r i o u s  
cons idera t ion  be given t o  what D r ,  C .  H e  L i t t l e  
says i n  tile Foreword o f  h i s  Exnlanation of t h e  Book 

I 

of Ilevelation regard ing  "methods of in tc r1) rc ta t ion"  
of t h e  Book of Revelat ion:  '"Three methods of i n -  
t e r p r e t  ing t h e  prophecies  i n  Revelation have been 
proposed. Tile f irst  of these  regards  t h e  p r o ~ ~ h e -  
e i e s  as a l r eady  f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Tlte second 
regards  them a s  a t t a i n i n g  f u l f i l l m e n t  only a t  tide 

end of t h e  world, i n  c l o s e  connection with C h r i s t g s  
Second Advent. Tne t h i r d  looks upon t h e  propllecies 
as being p rogres s ive ly  f u l f i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  t ~ i s t o r y  
of t h e  p resen t  d ispensa t ion .  This  l a s t  method is 
t h e  one adopted by t h e  v a s t  ma jo r i ty  of P ro te s t an t  
commentators. This ,  a s  adhering most c l o s e l y  t o  
t h e  t e x t ,  i s  t h e  only proper method o f  i n t e r p r e t a -  
t i on . " l8  I t  appears t o  me t h a t  i n  view of t h e  
 articular type  of l i t e r a t u r e  Revelat ion is  and i n  
view o f  t h e  o t h e r  c l e a r  passages of S c r i p t u r e  and 
t h e  facts of t h c  u n i t y  o f  Scripture ,  t h i s  i s  "the 

1 

only proper  nlethod of  in t e rp re t a t ion" .  

In  keeping t i i t h  t h i s  view, t h e  thousand 
years "ac tua l ly  cover t h e  wliollbe New 'Testanent d i s -  
11ensation from the inca rna t ion  and enth-ronemew of 
tlie Son o f  God (12 ;  5) t o  the f ina l .  ca s t ing  of Sa- 
t a n  i n t o  h e l l  (20:lO) 2' ( L i t t l e ,  p .  201),  The 
I>i-nsfiflg af  Satarm and c a s t i n g  him i n t o  t h e  abyss 
"means -that Ire earnnot prevent  t h e  hera ld ing  of t h e  
Gospel t l~roughout  t h e  world f o r  a  testimony t o  a l l  
nat ions" ( l i t t l e ,  p .  204). "T!le f i r s t  r e su r rec -  
t ion"  ha s  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  "souls  of a l l  t h e  de- 
par ted  s a i n t s ,  o r  a l l  t h e  s o u l s  saved during t h e  
present  d i spensa t ion .  The whole purpose of t h i s  
v i s i o n  i s  t o  r evea l  t h e  roya l  e x a l t a t i o n  and power 
of every martyr and f a i t h f u l  b e l i e v e r  when a t  h i s  
dea th  h i s  soul  e n t e r s  i n t o  heaven. . . . Accord- 
ing ly ,  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of  which John he re  speaks 
is  3 r e s u r r e c t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  sou l s .  The term 
is  not  he re  used i n  a l i t e r a l ,  bu t  i n  a  symbolic 
sense ,  s ign i fy ing  a quickening and r a i s i n g  up a s  
in Ephesians 2:6" ( L i t t l e ,  pp. 205, 2 0 G ) .  

In view of t h e  c l e a r  passages of S c r i p t u r e ,  
t h i s  i s  tire only way i n  which t o  i n t e r p r e t  Revela- 
t i o n  20. Those who p l a c e  t h e  thousand yea r s  i n t o  
t h e  f u t u r e ,  dur ing  which C h r i s t  phys ica l ly  r e t u r n s  
and r u l e s  with c e r t a i n  r e s u r r e c t e d  s a i n t s  before  
ttle Day of Judgment and t h e  General Resurrec t ion ,  
a r e  hard-put  t o  f i t  t h i s  i n  with C h r i s t ' s  p i c t u r e  
of t h e  F ina l  Judgment given i n  Efatthew 2 5 3 1 - 4 6  
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a d  24: 30-41.  The inillemanialist aboli.si~es t h c  
idea of a genera l  r e s u r r e e t i o n  and d i v i d e s  the 
r e s u r r e c t i o n  i n t o  two p a r t s  separated by a 
thousand yea r s ,  p lac ing  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of the  
j u s t  a t  t h e  beginning of  t h e  thousand-year r e i g n  
and t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of t h e  u n j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  
thousand years  have been completed. But t h e  words 
of C h r i s t  which we read i n  our fune ra l  l i t u r g y  be- 
f o r e  t h e  open grave a r e  compellingly c l e a r  : ";-far- 
v e l  not a t  t h i s :  f o r  t h e  hour is coming, i n  t h e  
which a l l  t h a t  are  i n  t h e  graves s h a l l  hear H i s  
voice,  and s h a l l  come  fort!^; t hey  that  lrave done 
good, un to  t h e  resur rec t io r~  of l i f e ;  and they  t h a t  
have done e v i l ,  un to  tile resurrect ior~ o f  damna- 
t i on"  (John 5:28.11)). After t h e  graveside service 
i s  f i n i s l i e d  one inigiit ask some unbel ieving rela- 
tive of  $ 1 ~  departed what C7az-%st :;aid! 

And then ,  as i f  t o  underscore t h e  futility o f  
t h e  nillennialistBs 19osition t h a t  the j u s t  w i l l  be  
raised a thousand years before  t h e  u n j u s t ,  C h r i s t  
specifically declares:  "And =this i s  t h e  w i l l  of 
H i m  t h a t  sent  me, t h a t  everyone which see th  t h e  
Son and be l i eve th  on H i m ,  may have e v e r l a s t i n g  
l i f e :  and I w i l l  r a i s e  him up a t  t h e  l a s t  dayfr  

_.____.__P- 

(John 6:40). Reu's at tempt t o  escape t h e  f o r c e  
o f  t h e s e  words i s  no t i ceab ly  weak: ff'171e univer-  
s a l i t y  of t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  which i s  d i f i n i t e l y  
a s s e r t e d  i n  t h e  Gospels,  does not  n e c e s s a r i l y  rc- 
q u i r e  i t s  abso lu te  simultaneousness; hence, i n  as- 
suming a f i r s t  r e s u r r e c t i o n  one does not  cont ra-  
d i c t  t h e  analogy o f  f a i t h  and of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ;  
C f  . moreover ciattl-rew 27 : S 2 f f .  " Indeed! How 
could t h e  simultaneousness be more f o r c i b l y  put?  

Looking a t  it a l s o  from an exege t i ca l  ; .o i~ : t  
of view, t h c  m i l l e n n i n l i s t  by t h e  i n s e r t i o n  o f  a 
thousand-year period de lays  t h e  Last Day. Scr ip-  
t u r e  teaches  t h a t  t h e  Last Ilay i s  imminent: James 
5 :9 ,  1 P e t e r  4 9 ,  1 Jolrn 2:18, Hark 13:35 f f .  
This S c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h ,  e a r l y  confessed by t h e  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  coming a t  any moment 

t o  judgc t h e  quick and t h e  dead, no doubt was a 
f a c t o r  i n  c r e a t i n g  i n  Luther and t h e  f a t h e r s  of 
t h e  Lutheran Confessions a s t rong  d i s i n c l i n a t i o n  
aga ins t  going i n t o  d e t a i l  i n  e scha to log ica l  pro- 
j ec t ions .  For them t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of  a l l  t h e  
dead and tlre Last Judgment a r e  synchronized with 
t h e  Lord's r e t u r n .  I t  does appear t h a t  t h e  m i l -  
l c n n i a l i s t  i s  i n  e f f e c t  saying:  "bly Lord delay-  
e t h  llis coming t o  judge a l l  t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  
graves f o r  a t  l e a s t  a thousand years"! Let it 
be noted t h a t  t h e  arguments a g a i n s t  t h e  a-millen- 
n i a l  p o s i t i o n  a l l  a r i s e  from t h e  r e f u s a l  t o  accept  
the  s p b o l i c a %  na tu re  of the  Book of Revelat ion,  

-h\noti~er exege t i ca l  problem t h a t  has  t o  do 
i ~ i f l i  the millennium and the events  supposed t o  
accompany it i s  t h e  universal conversion of  t h e  
Jess, a d o c t r i n e  tltstsgl~t t o  be found i n  Rmans PI : 
25,2G. A s  f a r  as I know, present-day Lutheran 
millenrsialists do no t ,  as some of t h e  conserva t ive  
Evangel icals ,  hold t o  a l i t e r a l  r ebu i ld ing  of t h e  
temple of Jerusalem, but  t hey  do hold t o  a "con 
vers ion  of I s r a e l v *  ( C f .  Keu). According t o  Kan- 
toncn, a s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  evangel iza t ion  of 
t h e  world i s  "the conversion of  t h e  Jews, Romans 
11 :25,26." He sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  Z ion i s t  F2ovement, 
t h e  establ ishment  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of  I s r a e l ,  e t c . ,  
"cannot f a i l  t o  suggest  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  pro- 
phecy. "19 

Time doesn ' t  permit me t o  go i n t o  d e t a i l  with 
r e fe rence  t o  t h e  exeges is  of Romans 11, bu t  I do 
want t o  c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  some genera l  p o i n t s  of  
s ign i f i cance  and r e f e r  you t o  some m a t e r i a l  f o r  
f u r t h e r  s tudy.  Besides Bengel, another  commentator 
whon I picked up from my f a t h e r ' s  l i b r a r y  i s  
~ h i l i p ~ i . 2 0  la r i le  theologians ,  as f a r  a s  I know, 
a r e  not  noted f o r  t h e  frequency with which they 
r eve r se  t h e i r  f i e l d  on c e r t a i n  p o i n t s ,  P l i i l ipp i  
d id  on Romans 11:25,2G. In  t h e  f i r s t  two cdi t ior l s  
of  h i s  c~r~rnletltary lie supposed ' t h e  Apostle express- 
l y  t o  f o r e t e l l  an u l t i m a t e  conversion of I s r a e l  a s  
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an e n t i r c  na t ion  a f t e r  t h c  entritlaec of t h e  Gen- 
ti l c  * (p.  237).  Gut i n  t h e  t l l i r d  ec i i t i o l~  
( i n  an ".4pliendix") Iae unequivocal ly  g ives  i t  up 
and adopts  a d i f f e r e l a t  vie\$:  "Tllis mode of i n -  
t e r p r e t a t i o n  ( i . e . ,  i n  t h i s  way, namely, t h a t  ou t  --- 
of  t h e  people  b u t  p a r t i a l l y  hardened a  g r e a t  
ga the r ing  o f  b e l i e v e r s  c o n t i ~ ~ u a l l y  goes on u n t i l  
tlie end o f  days - -  i n  t h i s  way t h e  whole I s r a e l  e 

r e a l l y  meant by t h e  Old Testament trrord sf Cod a s  
t h e  p r o p h e t i c  passage d i r e c t l y  quoted proves,  s h a l l  
be  saved) now appears  t o  u s  f o r  the  reasons  s t a t e d  7 

i n  t h i s  Appendix t o  dese rve  t h e  p re fe r ence  over  
t h e  t heo ry  advocated by u s  I l i t he r to  and defended 
i n  t h e  expos i t i on  of Chapter  I I . ! '  (2. 246).  
P h i l i p y ~ i  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  "only a f t e r  Spcncrts 
days has  tile theor). advocated by us i e ir. h i s  
first two e d i t i o n s ) ,  p a r t l y ,  no dou l~ t  i n  t h e  in- 
teres-t of C h i l i a t i c  inclinations and tendcncics, 
?+ion its way t o  g e n c r < i i  :!ccelltance:' (p.  2 3 8 ) .  One 
rleecls t o  keep t h i s  i n  mind When h e  s t t ~ d i e s  t h e  
r n i l l e n n i a l i s t i c  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  Last Things 
because one of  i t s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  ts i n s e r t  
thoughts  i n t o  t i le t e x t  t h a t  j u s t  don" seem t o  be  
t h e r e .  

After P h i l i p p i  had made h i s  r e - s tudy  of t h i s  
p o r t i o n  of  Romans, h e  concluded t h a t  " the e n t i r e  
d r i f t  o f  t h e  9 t h  c h a p t e r  is d i r e c t l y  opposed t o  
t h e  i d e a  of  a promise o f  s a l v a t i o n  g iven  t o  na tu r -  
a l  I s r a e l  a s  an e n t i r c  n a t i o n ,  . . . Thus a l l  de- 
pends upon f a i t h ,  and t h e  b e l i e v i n g  Jeivs along 
with t h e  b e l i e v i n g  G e n t i l e s ,  form t h e  one g r e a t  - 
fami ly  of God, t h e  true seed of  Abraham, t h e  
s p i r i t u a l  I s r a e l ,  whicll was always meant, po in ted  
a t ,  and included i n  God's fi'ord of  e l e c t i o n  and 
promise. Consequently t h i s  Iford o f  God, r i g h t l y  
understood,  has  a l r eady  rece ived  i t s  p e r f e c t  f u l -  
f i l l m e n t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  apos tasy  of  I s r a e l  a f t e r  
t h e  f l e s h .  I t  cannot he  denied t h a t  i t  \:lould be 
ve ry  s t r a n g e  f o r  an expos i t i on  of t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  
t o  run  a t  l a s t  i n t o  i t s  v e r y  oppos i t e ,  namely, t h a t  
t h e  lvord of God a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  days i s  y e t  t o  
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~ e c e i v e  a fulfillment in t h e  case sf  t h e  entire 
israelitish nat ion" (p. 2 3 8 ) .  P h i l i p p i  a l s o  con- 
cluded t h a t  t%se f a c t  that  God has  l e f t  f o r  Himself 
a remnant according t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of grace 
(ftsmans 11:5) "cannot prove t h a t  a l l  I s r a e l  w i l l  
h e  partakers i n  t h e  c l i a r i s  but  merely t h i s ,  t h a t  
God has n o t  s o  a b s o l u t e l y  abandoned H i s  people  t h a t  
Irle will u t t e r l y  refuse f~enee fo r t l l  t o  draw H i s  
s p i r i t u a l  c h i l d r e n  frm them as from t h e  Gentile 
. ~ a x r l d ~ ~  Qp. 239) , Me i s  convinced t h a t  Israel 
cannot be applied t o  the entire b o d y  sf t h e  people - - 
*:f Israel  descending i n  t h e  course of na tu re  from - 

and iii. takes the  term t o  a p l ~ l y  t o  the 
4 r 0 3  - . ~ , t  ..a- p o r t i ~ . : i  of t h e  Jews" (p. 2431, because, 
axlong : l -3 t%f~~  rc2s03-13 f t w i $ j ?  t h i s  v i e w  alone agrees 
eke sui~jsi i ied prc:heric passage, wllich according 
t o  t i i ~  o r i g i n a l  Text ,  expressly promises s a l v a t i o n  
or:i-y to t hose  tu rn ing  from apostasy i n  .Jacob. tiad 
t h e  ~3.psst l,e proi~ised the salvat issl of the whale 
7espJ.e of Israel, h e  would not  d i r e e t v  ilave 
quoted a passage l i m i t h g  s a l v a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  who 
repent"  (p. 244) , 

In r ead ing  P h i l i p p i ,  bo th  t h e  comfientary and 
t h e  Appendix, one w i l l  probably f i n d  most of tile 
pros and cons f o r  the  two views on t h i s  d i spu ted  
-+ LLXZ A . One s:lould, however, ponder P h i l i p p i ' s  con- 
cluding words i n  t h e  Appendix: "Tl:at compassion 
f o r  the  l o s t  shcep of t h e  house sf I s r a e l  and mis- 
s iona ry  zeal on beksalf of  I s r a e l ,  i s  no t  diminished 
by this (he, h i s  "Appendix" view) i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t ,  
j u s t  as l i t t l e  as it was diminislled i n  t h e  Apost le ,  
althorngll he only hoped t o  save  t h a s  ex a t l aon .  -- 
The conversion n f  a greater p ropor t i on  s f  the 
Jewish people  of i t s e l f  i s  by no means i m l ~ o s s i b l e .  
Only, t h i s  i s  no t  expressly t augh t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
passage" (p. 2 4 9 ) ,  

S t range  as i t  may seen ,  n e a r l y  one cen tu ry  
l a t e r  another  noted New T e s t m e n t  exege te  reversed  
h i s  f i e l d  i n  h i s  e x p l i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  t e x t ,  G .  C. 
Cmkouwer r ecoun t s  that. IIeman N .  Kidderbos,  who 
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lrolds tlte cflair of ]<elq Testament a t  Kanlpen, The 
Xetllerlands, changed his exegesis i n  f l i s  coimen- 
t a r y  on Romans (Gerkouwer, y e  346). A t  f irst  
liiddesbos mders tood  Romans "as dealilag wi th  a 
g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  conversion of I s r a e l  i n  i t s  en- 
t i r e t y  i n  t h e  Last Day". But l a t e r  f ~ e  concluded 
t h a t  Paul was t a l k i n g  about "those i n  I s r a e l  who, 
through t h e  proclamation of  t h e  Gospel, repented 
and turned t o  t h e  Lord dur ing  t h e  course of h i s -  
tory"; i n  o the r  words, a t h a t  r ep resen t s  
tflc whole na t ion ,  h d  !ae a s s e r t s  t h a t  on t h i s  i n -  
t e r p r e t a t i o n  Romans B1:26 does not predict "a sud- 
den r e v e l a t i o n  of a C h i l i a s t i c  mystery." 

A. year ago, P r o f .  Ridderbss attended %he 
Jemsal  em Conference on gropl~ecy i n  ,Scr%nsal em, 
where h e  gave a s h o ~ t  paper on "Tsae Future o f  Is- 
rael", which was a-mil lenn~ial is l ic  i n  contrast t o  
John F ,  WalvoordPs millennialistic "The Future a f  
Israel", In  accordance w i t h  h i s  changed view, t h i s  
well-knokn modern exegete of the  Refomed F a i t h  
says: "1 calmst f i n d  any Scriptura1 guarantee f o r  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  and g l o r y  af Israel as 
t h e  people of God. Romans 11:26 proclaims 
t h a t  a%E I s r a e l  w i l l  be saved; 1 understand t h i s  
t o  mean t h e  o f  b e l i e v e r s  i n  I s r a e l ;  by 
God's grace e who b e l i e v e  w i l l  be gathered 
i n t o  His kingdom, toge the r  with t h e  from 
a l l  o t h e r  na t ions . "  ( In  t h e  -- , p a  3201 

But a t  t h e  conclusion of  h i s  paper, Prof .  
Ridderbos r a i s e s  t h e  po in t  t h a t  has  t o  do with a l l  
rni l lennial ism, a po in t  which we might say i s  more 
of  a d o c t r i n a l  n a t u r e  than an one. I t  
has  t o  do v i t h  t h e  m i l l e n n i a l i s t ' s  concept o f  t h e  
Gospel and t h e  Kingdom of  C h r i s t ,  and t o  a c e r t a i n  
ex ten t  with t h e  essence of 61.rr'istianity. Ridderbos 
confesses t o  t h e  assembled conference t h a t  he i s  
embarrassed reading h i s  paper i n  t h e  c i t y  of  J e ru -  
salem i n  1971, and t h a t  hc i s  embarrassed with t h e  
whole prophet ic  conference.  I-le and h i s  f e l low con- 
f e rence  members are speaking about t h e  fkature of 

Israel ,  but  are they speaking t o  I s r a e l ,  too?  Me 
then  poses t h e  ques t ion  t h a t  i r a s  Chr i s t i ans  they  
were then t o  speak t o  t h e  Jews i n  Jerusalem would 
they say:  " O u r  Lord i s  coming, and when He comes 
t h e r e  w i l l  be a g r e a t  f u t u r e  a l s o  f o r  you and your 
land and your temple. m e r e f o r e  be l i eve  i n  H i m t f  
(p. 322) .  A ques t ion  such a s  t h i s  b r ings  u s  face- 
to - f ace  witla t h e  ques t ion  as t~ t h e  contents  of  
t h e  Gospel, t o  the  d o c t r i n a l  ques t ion  of what God 
has done and s t i l l  does f o r  us i n  C h r i s t ,  and 
whether t h i s  i s  v i t i a t e d  when a ~ l l e n n i a l i s t i c  
sys tem i s  imposed upon it. What i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  
the  Cnriskim hope? 

Reu asserts t h a t  when t h e  h t i - C l ~ r i s L  has 
beeti overtltrown and t h e  mi l lennia1  r e ign  of t h e  
sa in t s  hag taken  place, " C l 1 r i s t ) s  r e i g n  heg ins  
w i t 1 1  s p e c i a l  power9', and !!that Satan i s  bound i s  
very l i k e l y  an effect  of C h r i s t ' s  ma jec t i c  r e ign . "  
T, A, Kantanerl , a ~ l d s :  g'That God w i l l  m m i f e s t  t h i s  
r es t ra in ing  power s t i l l  more f u l l y  before  the 
drama o f  l l i s to ry  comes t o  a c l o s e  i s  t h e  aspec t  of 
tlae C h r i s t i a n  hope contained i n  t h e  idea  of t h e  
n : i l f enn imV (Kantonen, p. 65). The: i d e a  i s  t h a t  
God9s Kingdom hasdt r e a l l y  f u l l y  come he re  on 
c a r t h  u n t i l  Cllrist9s f i n a l  triumphant r e i g n  i n  
Ilistosy h a s  led  t o  a s p i r i t u a l  renewal which w i l l  
permeate 31% a r e a s  of s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  
(Icantonen, p.  68) .  Kantonen a l s o  p u t s  i t  this 
way: "The New Testament too  holds  f o r t h  t h e  hope 
that. the present  world w i l l  no t  come t o  an end 
bcfsre t h e  t r i m p l ~  of C h r i s t  over t h e  f o r c e s  of  
e v i l  and d e s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  have become manifest" 
(Kantoncn, p ,  52) .  

?'llc ques t ion  i s :  Does t h i s  r e a l l y  have any- 
t h ing  t o  do with t h e  C h r i s t i a n  hope? 

C h r i s t  by H i s  a toning dea th  has a l r eady  pu t  
an end t o  t h e  lo rdsh ip  o f  Sa tan ,  a s  t h e  poet  sang: 
"Fly Jesus  d ied  t r iumphantly,  And Sa tan ' s  arrows 
broken l i e ,  Destroyed h e l l ' s  d i r e s t  weapon" 
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enters ui~ols i : is  Passicxa, C l a ~ i ~ t  i i i n se l f  i n t e r p r e t s  
i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  , saying : ':.ob4 skal % tite Prince of 
tliis world be cast  o u t '  (John 12:31; l6 : l . l )  .'"21 
Clir is t  iaas destroyed p r i n c i p a l i t i e s  and povccrs and 
made a sltow o f  them openly (COP,  2:15). Christ 
was born t o  s e t  Iiis p k o l ~ l e  f r e e .  The goal has been 
a t t a i n e d .  Now there i s  l i b e r a t i o n ,  l i g h t  i n  dask-  
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~ G ' S S ,  redemltticsn from t h e  enemy l,t;causc "L,e 1,orcI 
God 'i:ath v i s i t e d  ziid rcticcn~ed IIis people'' (Luke 
1 :68-"99). !$'hen C h r i s t  i n  tile synagogue a t  :S,azaretfl 
read from Isaiah 61, xl: ic%~ spe~ifically Says t h a t  
t h e  'lcssiah was t o  preach Jcliver;3nce to the cap- 

are bound, 

For t h e  individual t h e  d e v i l  i s  hound when a 
Ran i s  brought t o  f a i t h  i n  t h e  Gospel, llre C f s r i s -  
tian's hope and g l o r y  is  t h e  assurance of  t h e  for-  
g iveness  of s i n s ,  A l l  tllrsse who be l i eve  i n  t h e  re- 
Ge~il'tion in C h r i s t s s  blood and t h e  fcrsrgiveraess of 
s i n s  have been de l ive red  from t h e  power sf darkraess 

PP 

and have been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  the  Kingdm of God's 
J e a r  Son ( C O P .  1 : 13,14)  . The Gospel o f  tlie far- 
giveness of s i n s  is t h e  &lz r i s t i an f  s chief  joy ,  lais 
s p i r i t u a l  one and a l l ,  and i i l t i i  ,a tcl)- connected 
w i t i r  t i i a t  assurance i s  t h e  Ilope of  t h e  f u t u r e  
heavenly inhe r i t ance .  The C h r i s t i a n  does no t  t ake  , 

h i s  eyes o f f  t h e  heavenly g lo ry .  Once again ,  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n ' s  hope is " the  forg iveness  of s i n s ,  l i f e ,  
and sa lva t ion . ' '  The Apostle Pe ter  sums tip t h e  
C h r i s t i a n ' s  tiope i n  these  g r e a t  words: "Blessed 
be t h e  God and Father  of our Lord Je sus  C h r i s t ,  
which according t o  iris abundant mercy ha th  begotten 
11s again unto  a l i v e l y  hope by ti le r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  
J e sus  Chr i s t  from t h e  dead, t o  an inhe r i t ance  in-  
c o r r u p t i b l e ,  and unde f i l ed ,  and t h a t  f ade th  not  

away, reserved i i - 1  hcavcn f o r  you, wtlo are kei)t by 
tllc power of God through f a i t h  unto s a l v a t i o n  
ready t o  be revealed i n  t h e  l a s t  times" (1 Pe te r  
1:3-5).  This  is  what we t e l l  our  people when we 
stand before  t h e  open grave quoting John 5:28,23 
and then ending with 1 Pe te r  l : 3 .  This  i s  
S c r i p t u r a l  eschatology and we should l e t  nothing 
e n t e r  w i l i c l~  w i l l  becloud our  g lo r ious  C h r i s t i a n  
hope, 

Werner E l e r t  i s  a present-day Lutheran the-  
ologian who has d e a l t  with t h e  d o c t r i n a l  aspec t  
of the claim o f  t h e  m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  
-;ictosg. and r e i g n  must i n  some way- be  demonstrated 
here i n  this i d r a r l d  wfiacn "God's e r w t i v c  power can 
oncc more flow i n t o  tile 1~or1d x i t h o a t  r e s t r a i n t  
aaxl t h e  arew c rea t ion  has begun" (Kantonen, p ,  773 . 
1 slaal$. quote Elert  a t  some length  s i n c e  h e  pu t s  
lxis f i n g e r  s n  a vital s p o t :  "1171g: cons 
t h e  church and tlae Kingdom of  C h r i s t ;  t h e  hope of  
r e s u r r e c t i o n  by v i r t u e  of t h e  connection with 
C f ~ r i s t ,  who i s  $lac: Mead of  t h e  Body; t h e  end of  
&he world -- a l l  t h i s  i s  u n i v e r s a l  eschatology,  
Ear ly  Lutheranism, however, unanimously and log i -  
c a l l y  r e j e c t e d  every form of Chiliasm -- open and 
d i sgu i sed ,  courageous and cowardly. C l~ i l i a sm 
would l i k e  t o  a s su re  t h e  h a l o  f o r  i t s e l f  without 
paying t h e  necessary theo log ica l  p r i c e  f o r  i t .  
The conception ~f a ' thousand-year kingdom' wi th in  
t h e  framework of  t h e  p resen t  cosmos -- even i f  t h e  
cosmos i s  freed from i t s  demonic tormentors --  was 
totally incompatible wi th  t h e  Lutheran way of ex- 
pressirlg t h e  idea  o f  t h e  Kingdom of Clir is t  . . . . 
But. even every d i l u t e d  form of Chiliasm i s  impos- 
s i b l e  liere. A d i l u t e d  form is t o  be found wllere 
i n  an increas ing  improvement o f  world a f f a i r s  --  
e s p e c i a l l y  of t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  man, h i s  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  
arrangements, views, and ambitions -- one s e e s  an 
approac;-1 t o  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  promised t o  t h e  
flingdon1 of Cllrist. I t  has  been shown t h a t  t h i s  
presupposes a conception of t h e  kingdom t h a t  i s  a t  
var iance  ! ~ i  t h  t h e  Gospel. I,ere t h e  q u e s t i o ~ ~  i s  
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arrangements, views, and ambitions -- one s e e s  an 
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flingdon1 of Cllrist. I t  has  been shown t h a t  t h i s  
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wt~etllcr the corrsununat i o n  of  t h e  kingdom i s  the cmd 
of an immanent 'i'liat t i le kingdorn i s  
in a s t a t e  of  progress  i s  c l e a r  from i t s  a c t i v i t y  
i n  t ime (C.f. Tire Kingdom of Christ). Fut i t  wins 
i t s  v i c t o r y  i n  those  who become rig'tlteous - -  be- 
come r igh teous  i n  t h e  s igl l t  of  God, not  i n  t h e  ----- 
s i g h t  of  men. . . . For man belongs t o  t h i s  king- 
dom ( i c e . ,  Kingdom of C h r i s t )  altcays only as a s i n -  
ner  t o  ~t.liom s i n  has been forg iven ,  . . . For Lu- 
t h e r  t h e  f a c t  ellat t h e  Kingdom of Chr i s t  and i t s  
progress  a r e  concealed i s  e s s e n t i a l .  'Thus ' ,  lie 
says where he speaks of t h e  hope of t h e  f u t u r e ,  

eyes are closed t o  t h e  world%y, v i s i b l e  
th ings ;  a~ld "cl!ei% hope i s  directed toward the  
e t e r n a l ,  i n v i s i b l e  t l l i~ags,  Grace does a l l  t l a i  s 
rhrougaa tlie cross i n t o  which the goilly l i f e  ti-la% 
i s  in to le rab le  t o  the  b ~ ~ r l d  br i i lgs  US '  ( W ,  A ,  , x , 
6 ,  43, 19) ,  , . . Eutl-ier, fle%as,clltlsn, and e a r l y  
Eutl~eranism as a %;lisle shared the aforementioned 
view and expecta t ion .  Tlie tileology of t h e  Ln- 
l i g h t e m e n t  broke w i t h  i t .  . . . The l l i s to ry  of the 
world i s  not  t h e  judgment of the world, In  t h e  
i ~ i s t o r y  of t h e  world t h e  wicked are nlingled with 
t h e  good. They a r e  no t  separa ted  u n t i l  t h e  end has 
conc. And they a r e  separa ted  a s  only C h r i s t  can 
sepa ra t e .  'The Kingdom of C h r i s t  i s  v i c t o r y  over 
dea th '  1 .  A . ,  49, 767, 6 ) .  f f 2 2  

I t  remains f o r  u s  t o  examine how t h e  Lutheran 
Confessions dea l  with fiIi l lennialsim. I have a l -  
ready quoted t h e  Augsburg Confession, A r t i c l e  X V I I  
i n  f u l l  (See p. 8) . 

Keu, i n  h i s  Lutheran Dognlatics probably is  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  those  Lutheran m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  
whb hold t h a t  L4illennia1isrn9 o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e i r  
brand, p e r  s e  i s  not  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Augsburg Con- 
f e s s i o n .  RZ appends a f i n a l  "Note" a t  t h e  com- 
p l e t i o n  of  h i s  system: "Not a few of t h e  p o i n t s  

discussed in t h i s  chapter p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  realm of  
Open Chcstions, i . e . ,  ques t ions  which need not  
d i s r u p t  church fe l lowship .  These ~ ~ r o b l c m s ,  when 
so tenned, a r e  not  thereby stamped a s  n e g l i g i b l e  
t l i i n g s ,  even tllougik they are not  of  c e n t r a l  s i g -  
n i f i c a n c e  and much l e s s  e s s e n t i a l  than the doc- 
t r i n e  of  t h e  way o f  s a l v a t i o n ;  f o r  they  a r e  prob- 
lems rprhich concern t h e  proper i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  
t h e  Tbrd of God, and t h i s  i s  never  an i r r e l e v a n t  
matter. Hut the t e r n  conveys t h e  idea  t h a t  on t h e  
one hand one may be a member of t h e  Lmheran 
cllurcli and y e t  reject  t h e  above-given presentation 
o f  t h e  prel iminary pe r fec t ion ,  and t h a t  on the  
o t h e r  hand he must be recognized as Lutheran who 
f e e l s  t h a t  h i s  conscience is bound by t h e  Scr iy-  
i c  t c x t s  and therefore  defends and upholds the 
views presented i.n t h i s  chapter. . . . I f  someone 
on the  basis of Augustana X ~ I I ,  rejects  as un- 
h t l i e ran  the abovc presentation, we answer tllat we 
accept, wi t i~out  qua l i f i c a t i ons ,  condemnation of 
' juedisclse ' " 
P 

', bu t  we demand t h a t  t hose  
words be made t o  express  no more than they  a c t u a l l y  
do express ."  Reu then quotes  from Melanchthonfs 
Variata of 1540, bu t  k must confess  t h a t  I do not  
see how t h i s  sheds any l i g h t  on t h e  mat te r .  

Now t h e  Augsburg Confession, A r t i c l e  X V I I ,  
does admittedly say: "They condemn a l s o  o t h e r s  
who are now 
s- - - c e r t a i n  Jewish opinions t h a t ,  
herorc  tiie r e s u r r e c t i o n  of t h e  dead t h e  godly 
s h a l l  t a k e  possession of t h e  kingdom of t h e  world, 
t h e  ungodly he ing  everywhere suppressed" (My em- 
pi~asis)  . Did the  Confessional Fa thers  thereby 
want t o  leave  t h e  door open f o r  some kind o f  Mil- 
lennia l i sm bu t  c l o s e  t h e  door only on Thomas 
,1 , . .Lntzerfs : type of  Chiliasrn, o r  d i d  they  r e j e c t  a l l  
r f i l l e n n i a l i s n  and, t o  exemplify t h i s  i n  gene ra l ,  
t ake  t h e  example c l o s e s t  a t  hand? I t  c e r t a i n l y  
appears t o  be t h e  l a t t e r ,  f o r  i n  t h e  opening sen- 
t ence  they  d e c l a r e :  "Also they  teach  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  
consummation of t h e  i ior ld,  C h r i s t  w i l l  appear f o r  -- v 

judgment, and s h a l l  r a i s e  2 a l l  t h e  dead" (Fly 
--_____._ ____D-_D______ 
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emphasis) . Tile n a t u r a l  i ~ i t c r p r e t a t i o n  i s  tli;it 
Christ i s  r e t u r n i n g  on the  last  day t o  judgc tiic 
quick and tile dcad, and then  coines tile end. '1 '~~cre 
i s  no tirile h e y  f o r  any kind o f  a ZIillennium. I 
showed from Kost l in  t h a t  Luther rillccide no allorcances 
f o r  a  ; f i l l e n n i m ,  I'rof. I:. Lindberg seems t o  be 
s t a t i n g  t h e  f a c t s  of t h e  ca se  when he says :  " A t  
t h e  t ime of  Lutlier t h e r e  rklcre no conscrva t ivc  Lu- 
t he rans  ~ l i o  expected a  per iod  o f  t r iml~pl l  f o r  tile 
c l~u rch  be fo re  t i le second coming of C h r i s t  . ' ' 2 3  
Thc rcfornlcrs found t h e i r  "peace on e a r t h "  i n  t l ie 
Gosljel irilicil i s  " the  Gospel of peace" ( L i ) h  6:15] 

Karrtoncn i s  cons iderab ly  l ess  than cnrrvarncialg 
when he  says : "The reformers, i n  gene ra l ,  \$ere 
too  enssrossci: i i :  tl r ceritrnl sliiri t u a l  coiiteii t c F 
~ 1 . c  Gospel t o  g i v e  mtlcli thougi-it t o  t h e  e a r t l ~ l y  
side o i  the C i l r i s t i a n  hope'' (p. 66) .  T have a l -  
ready s u m a r i z e d  what tlic Gospel meant t o  tlic re- 
fomcrs. They d i d ,  however, s tudy  and rcri t e  about 
t h e  .c~l:nle counsel  of  God, 'out t h e y  j u s t  d id las t  
f i n d  any m i l l e n n i . a l i s t i c  i d e a s  there .  Luther and 
h i s  f e l l ow  re formers  wrote volumes but none of  i t  
about t h e  i i i l  lennium. 

To sum up, t h e i r  esc l ra to log ica l  b e l i e f s  could 
be  a s  simply s e t  f o r t h  a s  Cunningham s e t s  f o r t h  
t h o s e  of  C.  S. Lewis on t h e  Second Coming: "Lewis 
cons ide r s  C h r i s t ' s  t e ach ing  on IIis r e t u r n  t o  con- 
sist  of  t l i ree  p r o p o s i t i o n s :  ' (1) That f!c w i l l  
c e r t a i n l y  r e t u r n ;  (2 )  Tllat we cannot p o s s i b l y  f i n d  
ou t  when; (3) And t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  we must always be  
ready  f o r  I i i m . '  The d o c t r i n e  should no t  be  used 
t o  c r e a t e  f e a r  o r  c r i s e s - f e e l i n g ,  o r  i d l e  specula-  
t i o n ,  b u t  it should a1v:ays be  talien i n t o  account ,  
a s  tlloug!~ t h i s  p r e sen t  may be  t h e  wor ld ' s  l a s t  
n i g h t .  Miat should be kep t  i n  m i r i d  i s  n o t  t h e  
p i c t u r e  of  physic-1 cn t a s t rophe ,  b u t  t h e  na lcd  
i d e a  o f  judgment o f  an i n f a l l i b l y  p e r f e c t  v e r d i c t  
t h a t  w i l l  be passed on us  a l l .  S ince  w e  do n o t  
know when C h r i s t  w i l l  r e t u r n ,  today i s  t h e  t ime t o  
choosc t h e  r i g h t  s i d e . f f 2 4  

i r i  making a s t udy  of i i i l l e n n i a l i s m ,  especia l -  
l y  w i th in  t h e  context  of  fe l lowship ,  one musf. look 
a t  same of t h e  more recent csnfessionaf documents 
sf Lutllc-eran CIIIIYCII bodies ,  Ifow do ou r  bretllrera 
handle  t k c  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  Last  Things? I ex- 
m i n e d  f o u r  of  these c o n f e s s i ~ n a l  s taWmcnts :  
"The Brief  Statement o f  t h e  LC-:ISu (1932); "The 
Union Theses Adopted by t h e  Evangel ical  Lutheran 
Church of  0 l d  P r u s s i a  (Breslau Synod) and t h e  
Evangelical Lutheran Free G h r c h  {The Saxon Free 
C t ~ u r c h ) ~  (1948);  "The Theses of Agreement o f  t h e  
Evangelical Lutl~eran Chulrcli of PLust%-alia and t h e  
ii'rrixed Evangelical Lutllel-an Ghuxh  of i%ustraliavv 
(1956) ; and the ''?'his %Ye Believe" o f  the tzlELS 
jlc36'9). Iii g e n e r a l ,  3: note .$hat t h e  Rrief State- 
aen t  and the  1ir%'1,S i s c t~men t  arc similar i n  t h e i r  
appraaei-r and wording while t h e  I:-fe~;Bau-Saxsn and 
t h e  Aust ra l ian  documents are s i m i l a r  i n  t h e i r  ap- 
p=oach. I do be l i eve  t h a t  while t h e s e  f o u r  pre-  
senta t ions  a r r i ve  essentially a t  t h e  same doc- 
t ~ i ~ ~ a l  p o s i t i o n  on Ili.B1cnnfalism, the two di f fe r -  
s ~ ~ t  methods of presenta t ion a r c  no t  equal ly  sa t is -  
fac to ry  i n  dea l ing  w i t h  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  s u b j e c t .  
Thc Brief Statement carried t h e  heading "Of t h e  
Flillennim" (11421, and it  began wi th  a c a t e g o r i -  
cal s ta tement  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  Augsburg Confes s ion7s  
V ALII I it rejects  every type o f  Mi l lennia l i sm o r  
Clliliasm, e t c .  One can inunediately see t h a t  t h i s  
i n t e r ~ ~ r e t a t i o n  of A r t i c l e  XVTI i s  i n  disagreement 
w l  tfa Reu ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The Aus t r a l i an  Tlleses 
(VII) ,  "T l~es i s  on Escha to logica l  i iattersfp, a l s o  
cxpl i c i t l y  says : "IVith t h e  Augsburg Confession, 
A r t i c l e  X V I I ,  5 ,  we r e j e c t  every  k ind  of b l i l l en -  
n in l s im  o r  Chiliasm", e t c . ,  and b a s i c a l l y  d e f i n e s  
it i n  t h e  terms of t h e  E r i e f  Statement (Thesis  3 ) .  
I:Tiile tile i41ELS s ta te rner~t  does no t  makc s ~ ? e c i f i c  
r e f e r ence  t o  t h e  Augsburg Confession,  i t  d e c l a r e s  
( I X ,  J e s u s  ' Return and t h e  Judgment) : "We r e j e c t  
every  form o f  i ! i l l ennia l i sm,  s i n c c  i t  has  no v a l i d  
S c r i p t ~ x r a l  b a s i s  and l eads  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  s e t  t h e i r  
! i o ~ c s  upon t h e  Kingdom of  C h r i s t  a s  an eartlxly 
I,ingdom1' ( T l ~ e s i s  5 ) .  I t  does no t  d e f i n e  ?ifillen- 
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i r i  making a s t udy  of i i i l l e n n i a l i s m ,  especia l -  
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cxpl i c i t l y  says : "IVith t h e  Augsburg Confession, 
A r t i c l e  X V I I ,  5 ,  we r e j e c t  every  k ind  of b l i l l en -  
n in l s im  o r  Chiliasm", e t c . ,  and b a s i c a l l y  d e f i n e s  
it i n  t h e  terms of t h e  E r i e f  Statement (Thesis  3 ) .  
I:Tiile tile i41ELS s ta te rner~t  does no t  makc s ~ ? e c i f i c  
r e f e r ence  t o  t h e  Augsburg Confession,  i t  d e c l a r e s  
( I X ,  J e s u s  ' Return and t h e  Judgment) : "We r e j e c t  
every  form o f  i ! i l l ennia l i sm,  s i n c c  i t  has  no v a l i d  
S c r i p t ~ x r a l  b a s i s  and l eads  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  s e t  t h e i r  
! i o ~ c s  upon t h e  Kingdom of  C h r i s t  a s  an eartlxly 
I,ingdom1' ( T l ~ e s i s  5 ) .  I t  does no t  d e f i n e  ?ifillen- 



nia l i sm a s  t h e  f i r s t  t~do  s ta tements  d i d ,  haat i t  
does make s y ~ e c i f i c  r e j e c t i o n s  . The Saxon-blireslau 
Tllcses ( I V ,  "Of  t h e  Last  mings" )  i r t  t h c  i n t r o -  
ductory paragraph s t a t e s  t h a t  A r t i c l e  XVII of tlie 
P,ugsburg Confession i n  condemning ' : ce r t a in  Jewish 
opinionsf ' .  . . " indica tes  t h e  type of eschatology 
which da re  not  have a p lace  i n  t h e  Lutltcran 
church", and g ives  t h e  reason rdly, namely, t h a t  
our C h r i s t i a n  hope be not  corrupted.  Then i n  
Thesis  1 t l ~ e y  "subscribe without  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
r-2sticle X V I I ,  1 -3 , .oF t h e  Augsbusg Confession 
( t r i g l .  50) .  According t o  t h i s  t l i e s i s  Clliliasin 
i s  r e j e c t e d ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  teaching of a two-fold 
r e t u r n  o f  C i r r i s t  , a t~uo-fo ld  plrysical resurrection,  
and tile view t h a t  p r i o r  to t h e  resur rec t ion  the 
godly siiall take possession o f  t h e  kingdom of t i l e  
woffg! d * P' 

So, a l l  four  documenxs accept t h e  fiugsburg 
Confession as exc lud ing  a l l  t y p c s  of Tlilicm~ialism, 
but the Smon-Breslau document seenls t o  g ive  ;a 

more s a t i s f a c t o r y  p resen ta t ion  because it g ives  
more d e t a i l .  

To i n d i c a t e  how d i f f i c u l t  it i s  t o  n a i l  down 
ant i t f leses  on I~Iill lennialism (and y e t  not  o v e r s t a t e  
t h e  case), T c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h c  Brief  Statement and t h e  Aus t r a l i an  Theses r e -  
j e c t  " the f a l s e  teaching  t h a t  C h r i s t  w i l l  r e t u r n  
v i s i b l y  (my emphasis) t o  t h i s  e a r t h  a thousand 
yea r s  be fo re  t h e  end of  t h e  world." Does t h i s ,  o r  
does t h i s  n o t ,  exclude t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  C h r i s t  
will1 usher  i n  a  mi l l enn ia1  r e i g n  by an i n v i s i b l e  
r e t u r n  o r  through l l i s  " i n v i s i b l e  Lordshiptf? 
Kantonen, t ak ing  exception t o  J .  L .  Neve's i n s i s -  
tence  t h a t  t h e  a d m i s s i b i l i t y  of mil lenrl ial ism de- 
pends on t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of  t h r e e  p o i n t s ,  t h e  f i r s t  
of which i s  t h e  " v i s i b l e  appearance of Clrrist  f o r  
a  r e i g n  of  a  thousand yea r s  be fo re  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  
of t h e  Anti-Chris t  and Judgment Day", i n s i s t s  t h a t  
t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  b a s i c  concept of t h e  mi l len-  
nium does not  depend on t h i s  cons idera t ion .  Nor, 

For tke r t  i n a t t e ~ ,  ibc fur t i le r  dec la re s ,  docs i t  de- 
pcrltI 01-1 t he  ~pejcc-&ioal of  t h e  otilcr two po in ts  t h a t  
:.eve cal  led f o r  (an buywardly v i c t o r i o u s  kingdom 
of Chr is t  upon ea r th ,  and t h e  expecta t ion ,  on t h i s  

* 

s i d e  o f  e t e r n i t y ,  of a time when t11cre s h a l l  be 
no s t r u g g l e  with t h e  enemies of C h r i s t ,  w i t h  s i n ,  
and wllen t h e r e  s h a l l  be no c r o s s  t o  b e a r ) .  
Kantonen g r a n t s  t h a t  ' i S c r i l ~ t u r e  p resen t s  t h e  
v i s i b l e  appearance of  C!:I-ist on e a r t h  only i n  
connection w i t 1 1  the f i n a l  jardgntent", bu t  h e  holds 
t ha t  t h e  i\lillennium i s  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  t h e  end of 
t:istsr;*, not i n  t h e  sense of -- f i n i s ,  t h e  l a s t  
r..v,,nt, but i n  t1:e sense of t e l o s ,  ! 'the fulfillment 
oF tlie pllrpose of ",lie invisible lordship of the 
r i s en  C h r i s t "  [pp. 67 ,fr8). 

iiillennialists arc quite candid i n  s t a t i n g  
tha t  "the c n l y  New Testament passage i n  whicll t h e  
F t i l l r r~niun~ i s  e x p l i c i t l y  taugilt  i s  i tevelat ion 20  : 
1-6" (Kantonen, 13.  65).  Hence one would expect a 
i1r~scnt-3a; '  conf e s ~ i o l l a l  ~ t ~ i t < ; : : ~ i i t  t o  dea l  exl ic-  
itly 1 ; i t i i  t h i s  passage. The Brief Statement does 
re fer  t o  it only  i n d i r e c t l y  by r e j e c t i n g  t h e  
"opinion" t ha t  before t h e  genera l  r e s u r r e c t i o n  on 
.Judgment Day a number of depar ted  C h r i s t i a n  
martyrs are t o  be  r a i s e d  aga in  t o  r e i g n  i n  g lo ry  
in t h i s  tdcrrld, and it confesses on t h e  b a s i s  of 
Jo1ll.i 5 :28 and John 6 :  39 and 40 t h a t  t h e r e  will be 
but  one r e s u r r e c t i o n  of  %he dead. 

'She lql%ES statement  a l s o  does not  dea l  spec i -  
f i c a l l y  with t h i s  passage bu t  s t a t e s  t h a t  wllen 
Jesus r e t u r n s  " a l l  title dead w i l l  a r i s e " ,  e t c . ,  on 
ti-re b a s i s  of Jolln 5:28,29. And then it r e j e c t s  
"every form of i l i l l ennia ls im".  PJo s p e c i f i c  r e f e r -  
ence i s  made t o  Revelation 20, 

Tlitc Saxon-Dreslau docut-icnt , on t h e  o the r  hand, 
t akes  up t h i s  passage and d e a l s  w i t i t  i t ,  i t  ap- 
pears  t o  me, i n  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  way. I t  p l a i n l y  
s t a t e s :  "Revelation 20 cannot be adduced as  an 
illdependent source f o r  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  ,- because 
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i t  uses f i g u r a t i v e  language.  I t  d a r e  not be 
nlisuscd t o  darken o t ? l e r  clear l ~assnges  i n  d e a l i n g  
i s i t ? ,  escllntology o r  t h e  kingdom o f  C h r i s t .  Rcvc- 
l a t i o n  20 must be  explained according t o  t h e  
c l e a r  passages with c a r e f u l  cons ide ra t i on  of  t e x t  
and con tex t .  Though some would p l a c e  t h e  ' t l ~ o u -  
sand y e a r s '  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  and not  i n t o  t h e  
p a s t ,  y e t  t hey  d a r e  no t  f i n d  i n  t h e  tliousand ycnrs  
a t eaching  which is  con t r a ry  t o  tile analogy of 
f a i t h  and t h e  consensars of  C t t r i s t i an  doc t r i i l e  o r  
i:ilicll would f i x  tlle d a t e  of Judgliicnt [,a)..' This  
statcsnent s c t s  l i m i t s  as t o  IIOK Rcvc la t ion  2 0  i s  
t o  !:c i n t c r p r c t e d  bu t  y e t  allows f o r  i n t e r p r c t a -  
t io i i s  wliich may be d i f f e r e n t  bu t  are i n  Keeping 
w i t h  the clcar  passages of S c r i ~ ~ t u r c .  ' R i i s  i s  
ir i~l~ortar~t bccausc ti?c%-c are  Zr~o o r  three i n t e r -  
; ~ r e t l t  j oi!i; c f  2:evclation 20 c u r r e n t  rmo:~g us. 

'Fhe i l u s t r a l i a n  t i i c se i  take  p r e t t y  ~ilucli tile 
sane tack:  "Rcvclat ion 20, i d l i ~ i r  i s  t l i ~  claicf 
p a s ~ a g c  adduced f o r  C h i l i a s t i c  teacl i ing,  dare no t  
h e  i n t e r p r e t e d  s o  a s  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  c l e a r  passages 
dea l ing  i q i  t l l  escllatology . The ques t i on  ruhcther 
t h e  ' thousand y e a r s  ' of  Revelati011 20 d e s i g n a t e s  
one thousand o r d i n a r y  y e a r s  o r  whether t h i s  term 
des i~ : i s i c s  n pe r iod  !,norin t o  God o i ~ l y  ui:d f i x e d  by 
h i m  i s  n o t  d i v i s i v e  o f  church f e l l ~ \ ~ s l ~ i p .  Ilo i n -  
t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  ' thousand y e a r s r  d a r e  be 
given c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  analogy o f  f a i t h "  (Thesis  4 ) .  

I must confess  t h a t  t h e  Y:f-LS s ta tement  which 
seens  t o  d e a l  with t h i s  problem of  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
i s  sometliing of  a  puzz le  t o  me a s  t o  i t s  meaning 
and a l l  i t s  i n p l i c a t i o n s :  'lire r e j e c t  as c o n t r a r y  
t o  tllc c l e a r  r e v e l a t i o n  of S c r i p t u r e  a l l  a t t empt s  - 
t o  i n t e r p r e t  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  1)assages i n  t h e  New 
Testament (t i lose t h a t  speak o f  t h e  end o f  t h e  
world,  J e s u s  ' Second Coming, and t h e  Judgment) 
symbol ica l ly  o r  t o  s e e  t he& e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  even t s  
t ak ing  p l a c e  no t  i n  t h e  end of t ime.  bu t  concur- 
r e n t l y  - k i t h  h i s t o r y "  ( a l l  emphascs i r e  mine).  I 
t a k e  it t h a t  t h i s  a n t i t l l e s i s  i s  undoubtedly aicied 

at i3ultn!ann8s c x h t e r t t i a l  escl1aed3lsgy and against 
similar t ypes  of nen-wthsdoxy.  For h l t m a n n ,  
esc l ia to log ica l  events  are  only  c o n t e n ~ ~ o r a r y  events  
t h a t  ~n; t ; , , \  :)~ir l ives n~ean ing fu l .  %Jesus was m i s -  
t a k e n  when lie "ex1,ected a tremendous e scha to log i -  
cal drama", vfien -the Son of  !#Ian would come i n  t h e  
frr turc  (See, e .g .  , , pp. 15-25 and 
Jesus and t h e  Word, pp. 35-45]. Rejec t ion  o f  neo- 
ortllodox a b e r r a t i o n s  i s  neces&ry tbday i n  a con- 
fess ional  docwnel~t ,  bu t  it scems t o  mc t j i a t  tllis 
a n t i t h e s i s  says  t o o  much w i t h  i t s  extrcnely 
sweeping szatcmcnts and t h a t  therefore  it can 
c m s e  s:onfus"hnr;. I t  r e j e c t s  a s  cont rary  t o  t h e  
clear. revelatian of Scr ip ture  a l l  attenips t o  i n -  
T c r p r e t  N e w  ''B'esta1laen-1; cac l r a to ' l o~ i  cal  passages 
~: ,~ i l ) r :%.?ca l ly .  Now, 1 i n t e r p r e t  Fcvelaliora 20 
* d 

sjnibolical ly,  convinced t h a t  t o  g e t  t h e  proper  
sense of this t;?assage iraeended by t h e  Sac red  Au-  
tiror onc must interpret symbolically (Scc Bolilmann, 
-p. 93).  The an t i thes i s  fu r t l l e r  r e j e c t s  a l l  a t -  
tempts ts s e e  these e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  events  t ak ing  
place,  no t  i n  t h e  end o f  t ime,  bu t  concu r r en t ly  i n  
h i s t o r y .  I ' m  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  paragraph s p e l l s  
out  aIP the e scha to log ica l  even t s  and whetlzer it 
i s  intended t o  r e f e r  t o  a l l  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  pas- 
sages, b u t  I f i n d  D r ,  C .  I!. L i t t l e ' s  p o s i t i o n  on 
the interpretratio11 s f  t h e  Book of  Revelat ion t h e  
only t e n a b l e  one, which s e e s  t h e s e  "propl'ecies as 
being p rog re s s ive ly  f u l f i l l e d  dur ing  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of the present  d i spensa t ion"  ( L i t t l e ,  13 .  v i ) .  In 
ot!ler words, I i n t e r p r e t  Revela t ion  20  a s  being 
f u l f i l l e d  "eoncur ren t ly  wi th  h i s t o r y i ' .  And I t h i n k  
tha t  the  YXLS does a l s o ;  a t  l e a s t  Prof .  John P .  
::eyer commended L i t t l e  f o r  h i s  method of  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o ~ i  (See Q u a r t a l s c l l r i f t  , .4pril-1951, p. 157) . 
I t  would seem t h a t  some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  is  necessary  
he re .  The phras ing  of  t h i s  t h e s i s  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  
how d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  t o  p i n  down every th ing  t h a t  h a s  
t o  do with escha to logy .  ilence i t  appears  t o  me 
t h a t  t h e  approach of  t h e  Saxon-Breslau and t h e  
Aus t r a l i an  documents i s  more s a t i s f y i n g .  



i t  uses f i g u r a t i v e  language.  I t  d a r e  not be 
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The Grief Statement r c j  e c t s  t h c  "opinion'  
t l la t  "before tile end of tlie world a  u n i v e r s a l  con- 
vers ion  of t h c  Jewish na t ion  (of I s r a e l  according 
t o  tlre f l e s h )  r c i l l  t ake  Tl~e I'JELS s t a t e -  
ment seems t o  be somewilat s t ronge r :  ''l4.;e l i kewise  
r e j e c t  a s  u n s c r i p t u r a l  any hope t h a t  t h e  J e w s  r ? i l l  
a l l  be converted i n  those  f i n a l  days." Very 
proper ly  t h e s e  s ta tements  r e j e c t  t h e  un ive r sa l  
co i~vers ion  of t h e  Jews a s  one of  t h e  f e a t u r e s  of 
t h e  l l i l lcnnium (Cf. Kantonen, py.  82,831. 

In d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  t h e  b r i e f  t r e a t n ~ e n t  found 
i n  the Grief. Statelnent and t h e  "Tliis h e  Eelieve" , 
t h e  Saxon-Breslau and the  i lus t ra l ian  papers  s ~ ~ e l l  
out  the problems and solutions i n  more d e t a i l .  
The Saxor;-Breslau stateinetit i n  pal-tic~.rlar i n s i s t s  
t h a t  the e n - o r  t h a t  Israel a s  a nation will be re- 
i n s t a t e d  as a chosen people "must be  repudiated" 
bccause '?it i s  contrary t o  Sc r ip tu re  axid t h e  cor- 
rect  d o c t r i n e  of C h r i s t  ' s  iiingdonl (Lukc 17 : 20-21 ; 
1 Thcss. 2 ~ 1 6 ;  Romans 11 :7 ) . "  T t  f u r t h e r  asserts 
t h a t  t h e  hope t h a t  before  .Judgment a l l  Jews w i l l  
be converted i s  based on m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
S c r i p t u r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  of t h e  Old Testament, and 
on ca rna l  views concerning conversion and C l l r i s t ' s  
Kingdom. But i t  does g ran t  t h a t  " the view he ld  
by many t h a t  a l a r g e  number of Jews w i l l  be con- 
v e r t e d  during t h e  l a s t  t imes i s  i n  i t s e l f  not  con- 
t r a r y  t o  S c r i p t u r e ,  bu t  cannot be supported by 
c l e a r  Sc r ip tu re  passages.  The i l u s t r a l i an  docu- 
ment "admits t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a  g r c n t e r  t~m~b~.lbcr 
o f  Jews may be converted i n  tlre l a s t  t imes ;  how- 
eve r ,  t h e  expecta t ion  t h a t  a time w i l l  come uhen 
a l l  descendants of  Abraham on e a r t h ,  a l l  t h e  Jews, 
w i l l  be converted t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and thus  be 
saved has  no foundation i n  Sc r ip tu re . "  The Saxon 

statement  e x p l i c i t l y  dec la re s  t h a t  " a l l  I s r a e l "  
may mean t h e  t o t a l  number of e l e c t  i n  I s r a e l  o r  
t l ~ e  t o t a l  number of a l l  e l e c t ,  "not ,  however, a l l  - - - -  - 

I s r a e l  according t o  t h e  f l e sh . "  'Ille Aust ra l ian  

t h e s e s  c l o s e  ( appropr i a t e ly ,  it seeps t o  me) ~ % ~ i t i i  
a p l e a  t o  1:rotcs-t aga ins t  tlie ;ci-r;,c~ltion of t h e  

. i c ~ s ;  to yroc!aim t h e  Gospel t o  t h c  Jews, and t c  
;,ray f o r  them w i t h  tlie churcll of: a l l  ages. 

In  s h o r t ,  a l l  four  confess iona l  statementas 
correctly take  t h e  position t h a t  Article X V I I  of 
t i l e  Augshurg Confessiori rejects  3 : i l l enn ia l i sn l  
(gross  and fine), and t h e y  would not  accept as 

* * an  *,open quest ion" an e scha to log ica l  reconstruc- 
t i o n  such as  Reu has i n  h i s  Lutlieran Dogmatics, 
and whicii i s  probably r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of modern 
I.citheran Y!ill.ennialislri. The ALC Declarat ion of 
i 9 3 5  wanted to leave room f o r  ?.:illennialism of t h e  
!leu v a r i e t y  by the use o f  tiic tern ' * u n t i l  t h e  re- 
ni~r:j r p f  C h r i s t " .  Comniittee 16 of the  LC-:IS 1938 
Coi:vcr! t i on :::!:; careful to closc  t:;c loopiiole by 
:isin;; tile pkrasc " t i l e  r e t u r n  of  C i l r i s t  f o r  Judg- 
i x z i ? " :  'It (tile r lcclarat ion)  denrands of t h o s e  
t.iiio place t h e  thousa~id years i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t ha t  
i-iiey profess  t h e  t r u t h  tha t  t h e  ci~urch on earth 
u n t i l  tile r e t u r n  o f  C h r i s t  f o r  Judgment will con- 
riiiue t o  be o kingdoin o f  t i l e  cross and tha t  Chris-  
t i a n s  should hc i ~ r ~ ~ ' a r e d  for  t h e  coming of  Chr i s t  
n t  any nioment ." iiut, as can b e  seen from Part 11 
of nly paper ,  !leu was a sk ing  for  someti~iny e l s e ,  
namely, t h e  t o l e r a t i o n  of h i s  system which c a l l s  
For t h e  conversion of t h e  Jews, t h e  vanquishing of 
t h e  i . n t i - C l l r i s t ,  the  first r e s u r r e c t i o n  of t h e  
:!iartyrs, their mi l lennia1  r e i g n  w i t t i  C h r i s t ,  wllicX 
i s  folloit:cd i ~ y  a general cr is is ,  and then t h e  day 
of ,Tudgr,ient. Iri ctilers viords, Reu as ha% one 
zi.2 !,c cienieci the !:and of  fellowsnil,  i f  t i lere  was 
a fundaoiental disagrccme~it over t h e  underst anding 
uf what i s  i l i~pl ied i n  Cllrist's r e t u r n .  This  i s  
the  cu r ren t  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  conserva t ive  Evannel- 

V i c a l s  ?.ilia o r b i t  around C l i r i s t i an i ty  Today. L .  
?\;elson Be l l ,  father-in-la\$;  of  B i l l y  Grahm and 
t h e  r e c e n t l y  elected moderator of t h e  Presbyter ian  
Clrurci~ U S . ,  i n  his regular  
column, ' -A Laylaan and i l i s  F 
f o r t h  tlie same position (Sc 
.Julie " ,1372, "Tlie Second Comxng is IJe\v.se', 11. 869). 
' * :.e rccognizcs tiint tlie "ailillcnaria~ilis 

L; t h e  
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V i c a l s  ?.ilia o r b i t  around C l i r i s t i an i ty  Today. L .  
?\;elson Be l l ,  father-in-la\$;  of  B i l l y  Grahm and 
t h e  r e c e n t l y  elected moderator of t h e  Presbyter ian  
Clrurci~ U S . ,  i n  his regular  
column, ' -A Laylaan and i l i s  F 
f o r t h  tlie same position (Sc 
.Julie " ,1372, "Tlie Second Comxng is IJe\v.se', 11. 869). 
' * :.e rccognizcs tiint tlie "ailillcnaria~ilis 

L; t h e  



n 1 r i a i  i.iwc . s t rong c o n u i c t i o n s ' ~  , bu t  
he thinks that  they are "beclouding a t r anscende~ l t  
and g lo r ious  t ru t l i  by argui~g aver d e t a i l s  of 
secondary importance. " lie would s i i .~ply  l i k e  t o  
have Chr i s t i ans  confess t h a t  ""what is  of  pa rmoun t  
concern i s  t h e  fact  t h a t  C h r i s t  i s  coming-back -- t o  
t h i s  eartia," The edi%srs of Chr=tiani ty Today - 

___/__ 

~ i c k e d  up t h i s  a r t i c l e  and Ivrote t h e i r  c i ~ i e f  ed i -  
I 

t o r i a l  on it i n  t h e  Sme 23rd issue f p ,  '322). 
%ley recognize t h a t  "some teach t h a t  t h e  Lord may 
come at  any moment, wh i l e  others say c e r t a i n  
evertts must take place f i r s t .  But they plead that 
we simply confess t h a t  " the  Lcrd - is coining agaia. 
L'et 11s stress tlbat ce~?:raj fzce rather than  
dl-ffeaewees a v ~ ~  i j~e t a iP5 , ' '  

7 %  - :3 yq;: 5 12-T rD j l+ ; : : ; ~ ;~~aq  Lutherar, 
io;fr- >i,>r. i  en +he Last l:,inps 0 musr spend consider. 
ab le  time lay ing out  t h e  S53licaX ~ r i n c i p l e s  of 
i G t e v r e t a t i o n  t h a t  shou id  guide us, s e t t i n g  fo r th  
t h e  exegetical  material i n  sor;ic detail, and con- 
Ee5si::g tlie d o c t r i n a l  aspects o f  the Kingdom of 
C h r i s t  and t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  hope, I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  Saxon-Bseslau and Aus t r a l i an  documents p o h t  
out  the  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  The Jqulustralian document 
i n  i t s  f i r s t  in t roduc to ry  paragraph s e t s  f o r t h  
what t h e  Chr i s t i an  hope rea l ly  i s  by quoting i n  
f u l l  1 Peter 1.:3-5. Curiously,  none of t h e  o t h e r  
three statements i n  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  the  d o c t r i n e  of 
t h c  Last Things have a reference -to t h i s  g r e a t  
passage. There needs t o  be emphasis on t h i s  as- 
pect of our C h r i s t i a n  hope because our whole ap- 
proach t o  t h i s  ma t t e r  of t h e  Last Things will be 
condit ioned by rrrhat w e  mean by "Cllristian hope". 

In conclusion,  l e t  m e  r e v e r t  t o  where I be- 
gan: These ma t t e r s  are of g r e a t  importance t o  us  
because of  t h e  genera l  in teres t  i n  them rrrhidi we 
f i n d  today and because they deal with our  Chr i s t i an  
hope. If you are s t i l l  us ing  tile o l d  Norrrregiaa, 
!$jnod burial ~itual, every time you s tand  befnl-r? 
i y ,  61 .;., opcn grave you set  fos t i i  En clear  language ?he 

zest important t r u th s ;  you beg in  by quoting Jolm 
5:28,29 and you end by quoting 1 Peter 1:s. Are 
oiir people a s  f u l l y  aware as they  could bc of t h c  
meaning of these  two monientous passages? 

NOTES AND DBCl~fENTATIOfdS 

1, Iicnry, C .  F ,  i f .  e d , ,  t h e  I lakirrg, 
Cars1 S t r c m ,  I l l ,  : Creation House, 1971. 

5, Anotiker term ti:a"eis used i s  " C f ~ i l i , c r s m " ,  I 
canano"ie~iesrrstrate it from a. dictionary, bu t  - - 
from my r e a d i n g  It occurs  t o  me t h a t  t h i s  tern 
i s  p e j o r a t i v s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a s t r o n g l y  ma te r i a l -  
i s t i c  t y p  o f  I l i l P c n n i a l i r - ; ~  I would tiaerc- 
fo re  sugges t  t h a t  today tie usc tile word " i . i i i -  
leiinialism" , cs l ;cc ia l l lp  rvElcn we refer  t o  tlie 
i j o s i t i ons  of conie~nporary evangel ica ls .  ? i i l -  
i e l u ~ i a l i s m  iias been customari ly dividcd i n t o  
"pre" and ' post", "FI'c-rili I lcnnial ism" be- 
l i c v c s  t i n t  tile Lord w i l l  appear before  t h e  
i i i l l enniu i ;~  to  s e t  up h i s  r e i g n  on eart l i .  
"Post-mi l %enrial  i s m T '  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  vierjr t h a t  
places tfle canting o f  Chr i s t  a f t e r  t h e  s l i l len-  
niurn. 7 3 i s  view holds  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be a 
gradual  il.ll~rovemcnt of cond i t  ions  on cart11 
brougilt about by tile preaching of  t h e  Gospel, 
i$rith t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  the power of God i n  t h e  
l ie l icvers  i c i l l  trilunpil over t h e  powers of  e v i l  ; 
af ter  t h i s  C h r i s t  w i l l  appear.  Tli is  op t i ln i s t i c  
type of  mil lemrial ism has p r e t t y  rvell passed 
out  of the present-day church, developing i n t o  
an o p t i m i s t i c ,  I~umanis t ic ,  evolu t ionary  b e l i e f  
i n  the  progress  of man. But r e c e n t l y  some of 
tile moderate p re - rn i l l cnn ia l i s t s  sound a l i t t l e  
l i k e  t h e  old " p o s t '  when they desc r ibe  t h e  
in i l l cnn ia l  period " in  terms of a s p i r i t u a l  r e -  
newal which will lead t o  a permeation of  a l l  
a r cas  of s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  by t h e  S p i r i t  
of Chr i s t  : (Kantonen, p.  68) .  Since t h e  old-  
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fashioned ~ 0 5 t - i  i i l  lennialisli l  doesn ' t  seen t o  
have any adherents  today s o  t h a t  only t h e  
p r e - m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  a r e  d iscussed ,  I !lave used 
t h e  term "P.li l l e n n i a l i s t s i l  Ilaving i n  mind tile 
"pre-mil lennial is ts" .  
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Edinburgh Ed i t ion ,  Buffalo: The C h r i s t i a n  
L i t e r a t u r e  Publishing Co., 1885, Vol. l 3  
154. Pas to r  iblennicke has  them, and they  a r e  
given i n  great  d e t a i l  with a l l  t h e  r e fe rences  
i n  a four-volume work by a Seventh-Day Advent- 
i s t ,  LeKoy Edwin Froom, 

\t!asl;ingtsn, 
See Vol. 1, pp. 215,216. 

5. Berl;ouwer S .  C . ,  The ileturn of C h r i s t ,  Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972, p.  310. 

6 .  l<ds t l in ,  J u l i u s ,  The Theology of Luther,  
P l ~ i l a d e l p h i s  : Lutheran Pub l i ca t ion  Soc ie ty ,  

7 .  See Eainton 's ,  Ilere I Stand, Abingdon, 1354, 
p. 378. 

8. Rengel, John Alber t ,  Gnolnen of t h e  New Testa-  
ment, t r a n s l a t e d  by Rev. Andrew R.  Fausse t ,  
i n  5 volumes, Edinburgh: T T Clark ,  1860. 
See Vol. 5 ,  p. v i i i .  

9.  J .  A. S e i s s  (1823-1904) gave a s e r i e s  of  l ec -  
t u r e s  on t h e  Revelation of J e sus  C h r i s t ,  witli 
t h e  t i t l e ,  . TIiese l e c t u r e s  
were n u b l i s  lumes, wllicli went 

1. 

i n t o  many e d i t i o n s ;  t h e  Eightlr Edi t ion  pub- 
l i shed  by Charles  C .  Cook C o . ,  Y , 1901. 
Volume 3 conta ins  the  lecture  on Rev. 20. 

Sciss has a11 e labora te  time-schene f o r  t h e  
Rook of Revelation; 1800-1900 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
t i n e  o f  Rev. 1-4 ;  t h e n  t h e  Paroilsia; t hen  
the  second advent ,  Rev. 4-20; 1-3 (70 years  
?) ;  t h e n  tile Lpiphania -- A n t i c h r i s t  de- 
s t royed-Satan bound; t h e n  tire Flillcnnium, 
?000 years [!tcv. 2 0 ~ 4 - 6 1 ,  e tc .  

Sce Aaljerg , T'lleo. , 
:lankato, ! iT  : E L S ,  t a * * 

d e t a i l e d  s tudy  o f  t hese  i lcsolut ions a ~ i d  ti:cir 

Engelder, Tlieo, , "Notes on C h i l i  3srne', CT!, 
a r c  i Xzy, June,  J u l y ,  1935 (Vol. V I ,  
No, 3-7); see page 403. 

Tlie 2crus;l le1:i C~mfcrencc rci:ortcii i n  Propiiecy 
1 1  t ! a k  Not a l l  were m i  I l e n n i a l i s t s  , 
b u t  tl1673asic t h r ~ ~ s t  o f  the program of  es-  
says  was ~ ~ i B P e n n i a B i s t i c ,  

The r ev i sed  1941-42 e d i t i o n  o f  Iieu's Lutl~eran 
iicgmati cs  , Vol . 11, 228-247 i s  r ep r in t ed  
i n  f u l l  i n  the Confessional Lutheran, Zov. 
1942 (Vol. 1x1, No. 11 ) ,  pp. 113-122. This 
scctiorl is  headed: " I I I . T ~ ~ ~  Prel iminary 
Pe r f ec t i on  of t h e  Kingdom of God. ': Pas tor  
Paul Btlrgdorf has i n s e r t e d  h i s  own comments, 
hut  t hey  are c l e a r l y  nlnrkcd i n  t h c  t e x t  witil 
brackets. For p a r t  of ileu's i i la ter ial ,  I a l s o  
had zeroxcd copies  of tlie 1951 e d i t i o ~ i .  1 
saw 120 e s s e n t i a l  differences i n  t l iese two vex- 
s i o n s ;  i n  a few i l rs tanccs t h e  r n t h c r  Germanic 
sentences of 1941-42 e d i t i o n  \\rere soriiew1lat 
c l a r i f i e d .  2s you s tudy t h i s  sect iolr ,  you 
qigl i t  keep i r i  ~nirld tile "I:our Points ' '  of tllc 
1938 ALC Gcclara t ion .  

See 
9 P o  9 2  ff. In  

this connection one should read  i n  t h e  same 
volume i:dr~und 1'. Clowney (pres ident  of West- 
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j :  Ses~in:iry) on "Tiit3 T;ili:i 1 
Tri L >+'- 1 71-38, r e  lie sets  for th  the  
tiiesis t ha t  on tile "as i s  of t h e  csnvictiaaa 
tha t  the  u n i t y  of t h c  Giblc i s  t h e  u n i t y  of 
Cod ' s purpose, " t l ~ e  teliiple syr<ilioli zcs tile 
r e a l i t ;  of Cod's I.rcsence w i t 1 1  l l i ~  peol~le's 
(p.  72) . Pres.  Clowney s paper denons t ra tes  
tiic fundamental d i f f e r e n c e  bctwecn 12c:inifcr; ' :: 
t;,; c of cxegcsis n i ~ d  t1:e a - : ~ i  l l c l l n i n l  i s t 9  s 
r ~ i i e r ~  Ile says: "Til: grcatcs t  pron~ises  of  t h e  
Qld  T e s t m c n t  arc fulfilled i n  the cltrarcil - -  
ise are a temple of t h e  l i v i n g  God. Paul i s  
not borroxing language when he quotes  fron - - 
Leviticus 26 :42 ,  Exodus 23:45 a n d  E z e k i e l  : 

fulTiPBmentf' ('. R Q ;  
Cwv-P--- 

$%f.go s t  seems to :ne, 
* * - - 

si:,-.i ,z say t h a t  :Ills 3 5  -i:e im rg :  of " S p i r i t -  - + 

I Z ~ I - S * ~  or 'zzi lezcri Z ~ T S ' :  A150 con:: ;der 
- - :a1 Lindsey who says That i n  setting fortii  
hi s m i l l e n n i a l i s t i c  system, he has d i l i g e n t l y  
s o u g i ~ t  t o  fol low the  inetliod of i n t e r p r e t i n g  
prophecy proposed by David L. Cooper : 79Vv?len 
t h e  p l a i n  sense of S c r i p t u r e  makes comlon 
sense ,  seek no o t h e r  sense;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t ake  
every r.iord a t  i t s  primary, o rd ina ry ,  u s u a l ,  
l i t e r a l ,  meaning unless t h e  facts  of t h e  i m -  
mediate con tex t ,  s tudied  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of rc- 
l a t e d  passages and axiomatic and fundamental 
t r u t h s ,  i n d i c a t e  c l e a r l y  otherwise" (The Late 
Great P lanet  I:artli, y. 50) .  

15. For a s1nnnar:- ~i !.ut:;cran p r i n c i p l e s  of Rib- 
l i c n l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  see  Ralph A .  Rohlmann's, 

chapters  3 ,  5 ,  and 6. 
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by Rev. J *  S,  Banks, i n  two volumcs, Edin- 
burgii: T f, 7 Clark,  1579. See Vol. 2 ,  p l ~  
237-247 f o r  his "Appendix t o  t h e  T h i r d  I::di- 
t i o n " .  Scc I'ieper, V o i .  3 ,  pi. 527-534, 
wl~ere lie takes note of P l i i  lippi ' s "recants- 
t i 8 3 9 " .  
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L01?1:, RULES --  LET'S SkIlVE IIIT,I!" Piedi tat ions 
on the Psalms. Gy L e s l i e  F .  Brandt. S t .  
Louis,  ; ! i s sour i .  Concordia Publis:li-ng liouse. 
1972. Palierback . No p r i c e  1 i s t e d  , 

l'tlis i s  ti le t h i r d  and l a s t  volume of ''COII- 

teinl!orary psalms t h a t  a r e  based on o r  j ~ a t t e r n e d  
a f t e r  the  psalms of tile Old Testament, '  a s  tlic 

' bao2,le.t. i s  descrk l~ed  ixi tile j:rcface. 13rcviouslji 
the  same aut12or had issued "Gosd Lord, fvllere Arc 
Y6ut;kqt asrd '$God Is iiere -- Let% Celebrate." Se-- 
Icetec! :\qalrn.- were t rea ted  i n  caeit c f  t h e  tflsee 
;ioIu~,;rrf;, SO :siakh t l a i s  fioskkct all of the  psali11s 
;~ ;%.ve b c c ~  re-\corked i n  the cox~tcriiiorary idi.o;n 
 it;^ rcferreilces apropos to our l a t e  20tl:-ccaltur). 
s e t t i n g  

Tlac autlior s l i c ~ e d s  f a i r l y  \ < e l l  i n  nakiiig 
t:ie -psalms r e l e v a n t  t o  tikc 20th-century reader. 
I!e does not  h e s i t a t e  t o  use such up- to-da te  ex- 
pres s ions  as "gllettos," "liolarized, '* and "boomcr- 
angctl lie a l s o  acilieves a p o e t i c  e f fec t ,  sonc- 
t h i n g  t h a t  i s  aided by t h e  v e r s e  format of  t h e  
psalms i n  t h e  bool;. 

Again, as i n  previous  volumes, hoiiever, he 
o f t e n  n1at.e~ t h e  meaning more obscure Ly us ing  long 
words iiLere a more b a s i c  vocabulary would s u f f i c e ,  
and he tends  t o  make a b s t r a c t  the passages t h a t  
are concre te  i n  t l ~ e  Bible .  That i s  a silortcoming . 

Tile most objectionable f e a t u r e ,  h o ~ e v e r ,  i s  
h i s  t r e a t x e n t  of t l ie  : ' e ss ian ic  ysalnls. ;is i n  
?iolume I ,  ile completely d i v e s t s  t hose  psalms of  
t l i e i r  ! Icssianic  meaning. Since by the rlurnher of 
t h e  psalnl tiic author  inplies that izliat he i s  
i : r i t ing  i s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of the contents ,  it 
i s  a very ser ious  matter  t o  remove t h e  heart u i~d  

*-: %f d c t; 2 t h e  g,salia from the expwsigiesn, In t1ki.s 
several o f  the ps:!lms are  ?!essianic psalms. 

e - 
: ~ e  s;-iai3- refer t o  on ly  -two i n  t h i s  brief r%view, 

3-.-% 
* + g ~ a a z n g  and several ye-rezdings f a i l  t o  discover 

any references ';o the promised ?lessiah, Jesus 
I I : ; r ^ ~ " i ~ t ,  A i n  e i t l~e r  psalm, T h a t  i s  most unfortulaata, 
Seca~~se  it i s  mislea-ding, and it misrepresents the 
csnecnts of the psalms under  considerati on, 

Psalm 45 i:as t8i1rr)ug"slout t h e  centuries been 
::eg=ded as a tlcssianjc Psa lm,  Verses 6 and 7 (7 
2nd 8 in the IjcSrew Bible] ape $isectPjr ascribed 
"aa Jesus Christ i n  iiebrews 1 :8 and 9 ,  The secsnd 
. rr.n;ea cf ''3t.231ti5-1:,ai Savioru i s  based on verse 2, 
elj;: :he: liyiilri ' !?id% $n., g i d g  i n  i'lajcsty" i s  
l ' r  % : p z  o~ ~ E X S S  4 .  1:i the noem whicii  purports tn 
jje s5 9ode;l.n ~ l a ~ a ~ ~ h - ~ z s c  P3F t h e  psalm, l>h3.~e~er, ark& 

A 

icok,.; 5--a., va in  $ 0 ~  Gny reference $0 Jesus C h r i s t ,  

3 %  rst-jja ,, , fi0 ?;aee;l by Ch?;.istians 

ii oar l ies t .  63i;ies as a ajessianic psajm. %he 
reason, gf  OUTS^^ j s Q ! ' ~ L ~ s :  . j e ~ u g  Christ appiied - "Cgl o : j j ins& t. :;go verses of that  psalm are 

ed extensiveiy iri %he %dew Testaaent: verses 1 
i d  3 In ;!at%, %2:48-46, t4aar.k 1%:35-37 and Luke 
2G:49-44, Jesus po in ted ly  applied verse 1 t o  i!im- 
x P f ,  g"741e LOR%; said. un to  my Lard, S i t  thou a t  
-jay r i g h t  hand, u n t i l  Z make t h i n e  enemies thy foe.$- 
1 * ]  IT i s  s igni . f iean t  tha"$&he scribes and 
O J - ~ ~  AA%,,,iisecs 9r"-- did  -sat take issue with Him i n  iden"%- 
fyang t h e  One who was to s i t  a t  %he Fa&PQ.ierB~ riiff3-t ? :~and w i t l a  t h e  !%cs-.i all, far tha t  was the  cornon In- 
teli-gretsicsn a t  t h e  time, They nay have ~ e s t i s m e d  
whetller Jesus was tile hfessiah, but  not whether 

m 110 was lT4essianic, And verse 4 ("msu a r t  a 
pr i e s t  f o r  ever a f t e r  the  order af Fle9chizedekp') 
i s  repeatedly quoted and applied t o  Jesus C i ~ r i s t  i n  
fiehews 5 ,  6 and 7 - in a l l ,  ten times, Uet i n  h i s  
book le t ,  D r .  Brandt paraphrases t h e  psalm wi thout  

single sfllabile suggesting $I= 14essiah King  who 
1s central  t o  t h e  en t i r e  psalm. In view of t h e  
fact t h a t  t h e  parapilrase is 1.onger than t h e  psalm, 
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iiis vritings against  t h e  iiiglrer c r i t i c a l  schools 
o:f inier13reta~tion and far !:is seauncli stand on 
tiic ins l~ i . r a t ion  and aut l ior i ty  ail the Scrip'tures, 
, :-e4 Allis frcr ,uently acknowledges h i s  debt  t o  i r i m  
and oti-lers from whom he learned, b u t  a lso nakes 
r<!~; l t  t h i s  v : ~ i t e ~  feels are sane significant con- 
t s i l ; u t i sns  a% iiis own i n  t h i s  valuable  book, Ije 
d~ca~j;~enes f i i s  statglments .;qel% , One fj..rxds -%he 57 

8 >-m 
e n %  ".I i is :ircseal%s xI-de i a~format ion  under s i x  

* 6  - 
b:rl;c~ ~ c c t i o 1 1 ~ ;  vary ing  i n  lengt!r from about 95 
1:ages t o  d ~ o u t  l5.5 page.;. The cfsilcise table of 
contents i n  t i l e  beginning sf tllc volume c o n t a i n  
t h e  fo3,lolLi6.ig cliaytcr t i t l e s :  1. Tile Old 'Test:;- 

1 . 1  Z r c , ~ ~ :  f : i t : i ia i  - -  I t s  Facts ~ i l l t ?  7ts l i ~ c t r i n e s .  
2, 'file GPd 'I'cs-ta~erat from P J i t l l i J 1  -- I t s  Literary 
Form, 3 .  The Old Tcsta~telrt from Without,  4 ,  The 
Old 'I:cst~dnent and T t t ;  C r i t i c s ,  5 ,  Comparirlg t h e  
ir:camp~raI:l.e, 6 ,  Chrorlology . Tilcreaf t e r  follow 
rhe nates, an i l idex o f  subjects and persons ,  an 
irldex o f  a t~ thor~a~ ,  and ;pan isadex o f  Bibl ica l  t e x t s ,  

Tlio ;iiit.llor js sure ly  committed t o  tlic insp i ra -  
?.ion and 2.sberralncy 05 t h e  B i b l e ,  ifis tlto-naraugllly 
5cr ip tura3  3 1 ~ 2 ~ ~ i d i e ~ i l  ii~aCle i t  V ~ T Y  d i f  f ' f i ~ u l t  f o r  tPh% s 
reader t o  f i n d  any passage wi th  whicll 11c could take 
issue o r  e x c c l ~ t i o n ,  Any di f ferences  of opinion 
would be s n  .txaivial details, no% on t h e  essence sf 
what the author i s  liere presenting. The author up- 
holds  t h e  uniqueness o f  the Old Testment  and i t s  
God and r e l i g i o n ,  arid sees tllem i n  sha rp  contrast 
t o  ileathen books, gods and r e l i g i o n .  Il'ith that 
-~iea%i we ntust su re ly  agree, 3ri.s revf ewer whole- 
: ; ca r tedfy  x-ecam~ends T h i s  ijosL, I t  belongs on the  
shelf of a. ci;~nse-rvative Lutheran pas to r  or  l a p a n .  

lISnahs i; Aplrlr: L C  r I ?  IZy Viole t  !.i, C ~ m ~ i i n g s .  
San Diego, California: Creation-Science Re- 
search Cen&er, 1972, 352 pages. Eavailable 
i n  paperback f o r  $3.95 and i n  c l o t h  cover f o r  
SPe9!5* 

T h i s  book i s  exciting and adventurous, T t  
g i v e s  cr@dence t o  the adage, "Trutla i s  s t ranger  
t h a n  f ic t iaa l ,"  tt%:lea~ one reads t h i s  book he must 
fee1 ile i s  on e x p d i t i o n  w i t h  those who tllrcpugla 
T i l e  centur ies ,  b u t  11articul.arly du r ing  t h e  l a s t  
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q1{3:-ji\.&: - -  _: _ _  of !$!cunt !%rarat i n  quest of Noah's Ark, 

+ 3 l o  many, including a l so  many confessing 
C h r i s t i a n s ,  it would seen na ive  and u n s c i e n t i f i c  
t o  harbor  any b e l i e f  o r  !lope t h a t  Noah's .\rl: may 
s t i l l  b e  i n  ex i s t ence  i n  the  deep-freeze t h a t  h a s  
been provided f o r  i t  on :fount Arara t .  A s  one r eads  

t h i s  hook, horuever, a person may become less skep- 
t i c a l  and more inc l ined  t o  lcave t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
open. h ~ o n g  t l ~ o s e  wlio hnve come t o  regard t h e  pas- 
s i b i l i t y  a s  a r ea l  one are i3eopie of h igh  sc l io lar ly  
and scientific attainments. Dr. 7 - i;enry i l .  I l o r r i s ,  

i:ig]: re:,utc 35 a hydrauilcs eng i~ lcc r ,  co:i- 
:-g t i j g  l&-'*fi~:=--.a f > - - P * G  

* % 

G A L  d il i : 

- s?quci, ci.c;luntcri nc ~2-2' ;e;:r,r: s , 3 1  b.2 

-% i: 5; %;L t13 t11t3 fl2-L. c-:cr i :ga~ te r  0: aa 
c- -:- dry ,  -1 i:ad ;jnti l recent 1 ;.r 
% KC2-'A - a  t f lae sucEt. a searcl; w a s  really 
-\-83 -% ~ , ~ c ~ i c a b l e  and even wrote a eomenk to 
t i int effect  i n  TIIE 6F?4i:SIS FLOOD (foot- 
i lote,  pages 87-88)  over a decade ago. 
Thc continuirig researelk on this proj  e c t  , 
iiowever , as repor ted  i n  t h i s  f a s c i ~ ~ a t i n g  
i-i;:~i volume, has converted an i n t r i g u i n g  
;,os.;i:jiiity i n t o  n ~ ~ r o b a b i l i t y  and $vhat 
i;i;r;c seeiqed a dreas  i n t o  a scientific in- 
? i c s i  <gati-;n of t:c~iendous i ~ ~ t e n t i a l . "  

As r n e  reads thcsc i n t e r c s c i i l g  cllapters, lie 
sovii learns  that there  have been many journeys up 
t h i s  mountain, t h e  f i r s t  given by name i n  the  
Eili le,  a name riiiicll i t  s t i l l  c a r r i e s .  lie a l s o  

f i n d s  out  t h a t  tllrougilout t h e  c e n t u r i e s  tile noun- 
t a i n  !lad 3 s p e c i a l  meaning t o  t h e  people of t h e  
area : Jc?$T\.s, Cll r i s t ians  and :loslems. And, althougl: 
it a p l ~ c a r s  t h a t  time and again sonetliing turned ui? 
tc preverit tliose who c l a i~ned  t i ley saw tlic a r k  f ra l ;~ 

* 
5 ~ v u r g  co l~vinc ing  proo f ,  tile individual iilstanccs 0 

r-*  

331: up. i 1;cy ;iade t i i i s  revie~+ier  :narc coiiviilced o f  

rllc i x o b : , l i l i t y  o f  tiic presence of tlic a r k  on tiic 
:?ouritaiil tlian lic iiad heeri be fo re .  

'Tile a u t l ~ o r ,  wife of  E r y l  Cumings,  ruho lias 
devoted inaqr years of  h i s  spare time t o  expedi- 
t i o n s  i n  quest  of  the ark9 t e l l s  t h i s  s t o r y  iiicil. 

:'lie book i s   ell wortli b u y i ~ l g  and reading.  A l l  
age groups w i l l  enjoy i t .  

'ioscs, Tlie Servant  of Yaiiueli. By i)e\trey I;!. Cccglc. ------ - 
Grand ~a~icls, i'lilliam B .  Cerdmans 
"- - - -  - 
i 'ubi i s i i ing  Coini~any, 1972,  368 pages. $7.95.  

AS t h e  t i t l e  indicates, -the book i s  a b io -  
grapiiical s tudy o f  Tloses. 11s such, i t  draws on 
the Cour bocks of t h e  Bib le  tha t  g ive  us t h c  ac- 
count o f  h i s  l i f e  and a c t i v i t y  (Exodus, Lev i t i cus ,  
:.;un;i:i.rs and ijcuteronorny) a s  well as o the r  anc ien t  
i i r i t i n g s  t h a t  may shed l i g h t  on h i s  l i f e .  T l~e  
book is wel l -wr i t ten  and i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t  conta ins  
a modest number of foo tno te s  -- on ly  about 90 ,  a 
number s u f f i c i e n t  t o  docmen t  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  s t a t e -  
inents without  unduly r e t a r d i n g  t h c  progress  of t h e  
reader. A special f e a t u r e  of t h e  book i s  a  plloto- 
grapl i ical  map u f  the geographical  reg ion  under con- 
s i d e r a t i o n ,  i nc lud ing  Lgypt , S i n a i  and I s r a e l ,  
t aken  by an a s t ronau t  during t h e  26 th  r evo lu t ion  
of  tlie Gemini 11 f l i g h t  on September 14, 1966, from 
a ] , e igh t  of  259 miles. I t  i s  of f a r  greater in -  
t e r e s t  and value tlian any man-made map. 

Perhaps t h e  b e s t  way t o  g i v e  t h e  r eade r  an 
o u t l i n e  of t h e  book i s  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  t i t l e s  of tile 
twelve chapters  as given i n  t h e  t a b l e  of  con ten t s .  
'They a r e  a s  fo l lov :~ :  1. F1oses and His tory .  2 .  The 
Iiebrews i n  Egypt. 3 .  i i o s ~ s  --  the Pr ince  and t h e  
Fugi t ive .  4. :.loses -- the Prophet.  5.  "Let ;ly 
People Go. 6 .  The Passover.  7. Through t h e  Iled 
Sea. 8. Rread from Heaven. 9.  Commandments from 
:!aunt S i n a i .  10. The Covenant Community a t  S i n a i .  
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People Go. 6 .  The Passover.  7. Through t h e  Iled 
Sea. 8. Rread from Heaven. 9.  Commandments from 
:!aunt S i n a i .  10. The Covenant Community a t  S i n a i .  
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11. To Qadesh and Beyond. 1 2 .  In S i g h t  of the  
Promised Land. 

T l~e  au thor ,  who is  Professor  of Old 7 'es tment  
a t  Kesley Theological Seminary, acknowledges a 
debt  of gratitude t o  one o f  h i s  former t eache r s ,  
t h e  l a t e  !Ire li'. F.  Al 'uright,  W~IOIII  hc  quotes  f r e -  
quent ly ,  and with wl~orn lle sllares a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
might be described a s  middle-of-the-road - - n e i t h e r  
extremely h i g h e r - c r i t i c a l  nor committed t o  t h e  in-  
e r rancy  and i n s p i r a t i o n  of the Bible .  Since lie 
f l a t l y  denies  t h e  Ilosaic a u t l ~ o r s h i p  and t h e  u n i t y  
of the Pentateuch,  BccgPe expresses disagreement 
1:ith t i l e  anti-il iglier c r i t  i cal  iv r i t ings  of  the 
Jewish scholar  Umherta Cassuto and the Cilristiarr 
scfltllars Oswald T ,  Allis and :(, A ,  %iitcl;en, And 
so i t  i s  only  t o  be expected t h a t  h i s  book i s  
ratller generously seasoned wi th  t h e  alpllabet soup 
of Gld Testament i l igher criticism, ; j a r t i cu la r ly  o f  
t h e  J, E ,  D ,  P v a r i e t y .  F ind ing  a c e r t a i n  d e l i g h t  
i n  d e t e c t i n g  and exposing t h e  va r ious  s t rands  t h a t  
presumably u n d e r l i e  any given s e c t i o n  of t h e  Penta- 

' 

t euch ,  1le s k i l l f u l l y  p u l l s  t h e  s t r i n g s  a s  he sees  
and f i n d s  them, and informs t h e  r cadc r  tha t  ce r -  
t a i n  vers-5 c.r por t ions  of v e r s e s  belong t o  t h e  E 
t r a d i t i o n ,  o the r s  t o  the  J ,  s t i l l  o t h e r s  t o  t h e  P ,  
and so  f o r t h .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t  he reminds one of  
S. R .  Driver  and Gerltard von Rad, I-le a l s o  r e -  
pea tedly  speaks of t h e  ' i cd i to r r*  o r  " redac tor , "  who 
adds t h e  i n i t i a l  R t o  t h e  alphabet  soup, 

One would be tempted t o  refer  t o  marly s t a t e -  
ments i n  t h i s  book, bu t  space w i l l  permit  only  a 
few re fe rences .  In g iv ing  some bac1;ground h i s t o r y ,  
Beegle a s s igns  a f a i r l y  e a r l y  d a t e  t o  Abraham, 
p lac ing  him some t i n e  between 2000 and 1800 B. C .  
(an e a r l i e r  d a t e  than some modern s c h o l a r s  g ive  
Ilim) . Ile a l s o  defends t h e  430-year per iod  of  t h e  
sojourn of t h c  Hebrews i n  Egypt, us ing  bo th  E i b l i -  
c a l  and archaeologiccll eviilcnce t o  su; p r t  l i i s  
case. Furtliennore, lic supports  tlie view t h a t  t h c  
Egyptian dynasty a t  tllc t i n e  of .Tosepl~ was t h e  
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Ilyksos dynasty, s t a t i n g  t h a t  "it is  much e a s i e r  
t o  account f o r  Joseph's r i se  t o  power if  the  king 
was a Iiyksos and not a na t ive  Egyptian." (p. 39 . )  
r i i th  t h i s  t h e  reviewer would agree. 

In  addi t ion  t o  h i s  preoccupation with t he  
J E W  theory, the  author expresses many viewpoints 
with which we would take  issue. lie ass igns  the 
late da te  (13th century) t o  t h e  Exodus, and arbi- 
trarily maintains t h a t  the  Pllarao'ba of t h e  Exodus 
was Ramses 11, i n  s p i t e  of the  evidence from 1 
Kings 6:1. He alga drastically reduces the  num- 
bers o f  t h e  men o f  m i l i t a r y  age among the  chi ldren  
of Israel as given i n  i h b e r s  1 and 26 by explain- 
ing "elephn (a thousand) as meaning "clan," de- 
s p i t e  the  t o t a l s  given i n  Nm. 1:46 and 26:51, 
which allow f o r  only  the  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of "elephn 
as meaning $'a thousandsw In addi t ion  t h e  author 
makes natural  explanations for most of the  ten 
plagues i n  an unwarranted manner, thus removing 
t he  miraculous element. Consis tent ly  he regards 
accounts in which t h e r e  i s  r e p e t i t i o n  a s  a com- 
p i l a t i o n  of various documents, i n  s p i t e  of t h e  
f ac t  t h a t  i n  ancient o r i e n t a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  prose 
as well as poetry,  r e p e t i t i o n  and r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  
are prominent. 

Beegle also denies the  h i s t o r i c i t y  of some o f  
the  incidents r e l a t d  i n  t h e  Pentateuch, A% times 
he con t rad ic t s  t h e  p l a i n  statements of t h e  Bible, 
f o r  exanple, i n  t h e  inc ident  of t h e  Golden Calf ,  
mrough r a t h e r  specious argumentation he a r r i v e s  
a t  the  conclusion t h a t  t h e  c a l f  was made not  of 
gold, but  of sandstone. While he does not deny 
the h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  t h a t  event, a s  does Martin Noth 
(whom he quotes more f requent ly  than any o the r  
author,  t h i s  time with d isapproval) ,  h i s  conclu- . 
s ion i s  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than a den ia l  of i t s  h i s t o r i -  
c i t y  would be. In h i s  sec t ion  on t h e  giving of 
t h e  Law a t  M t .  Sinai ,  he discusses a npgmber of  
th ings ,  including t h e  two names "Sinai" and "Horeb ." 
On t h e  numbering of t h e  commandments, he follows t h e  
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I:ef-'omed order ,  including tEae l a s t  two (9 th  and 
1 0 t h )  as one com~andment . O f  i n t e r e s t ,  4loweves, 
i s  h i s  s ta tement  regard ing  ti le verb  t r ans la ted  
"covet:" "Yet t h e  Ilebrew verb  involves  more tImn 
' d e s i r e .  ' I t  can mean t h e  attempt t o  approl3riate 
t h e  posscssiorrs of  o t h e r s .  ' Accordingly, I~o t l i  t h e  
i n n e r  and o u t e r  a s p e c t s  of cove t ing  a re  i ~ ~ c l u d e c l . "  
(p. 232 . )  

I\qlif e t h e r e  a r e  some wosrthrtrllile scc t i  o?;.; i t ;  
t : s i  s ilook, there a re  nnily j inssages lul~icll b e t r a y  
t h e  i l i g i ~ e r - c r i t i c a l  vicrvpoint of t h e  ;lutlior and 
are i n  c o n f l i c t  wi th  t h e  Scriptures t h e ~ s e l v e s  i f  
they are rend as t h e  inspired Word of Cod, Unless 
t h e  reader i s  constant ly  a l e r t ,  he migIlt easily 
be mis led  by slaternen$,.. j rs  the bsok,  '?Iris reviewr-c 
. t t ~ u l d  tfzcsrefarc rec~m~nend t h e  bask only   wit!'^ reser- 
v a t i o n s  and as a spccimcn of a form of h i g h e r  c r i -  
t ic ism which, -&irlougTa less  extreme, ma). be mere 
dange~ous  i n  sorne respects than Lhc outrigh"r:alig5ler 
criticism s f  Eel  lhausen , Driver ,  Sk inner  and Robert 
P f e i f f e r ,  




